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FRENCH SOURCE ON POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF SHEHU DEATH 
Paris LE FIGARO in French 21 Dec 81 p 6 


{Article by correspondent in Athens, Jean Delamotte: “Uncertainty for Albania-— 
The Heir to Enver Hoxha Commits Suicide”™] 


[Excerpts] On Friday morning Albanian Prime Minister Mehmet Shehu took his own 
life during a “spell of nerves." A personal friend of the head of state, Enver 
Hoxha everything seemed to indicate that he would succeed him when Hoxha gave 
up his position. Fate decided otherwise. Mehmet Shehu, who was the father of 
two children, shot himself in the head. People who had seen him the night 
before said that nothing gave any signs of "the tragic event of the next morning.” 
This man who presented the 7th five-year economic plan (1982-1987) during the 
8th party congress [in November 1981] was physically and, especially, morally 
tired. The-latent crisis with Yugoslavia in regard to the Albanians living in 
Kosovo, combined with the isolation from the world which Albania has known 
after the break with the Soviet Union and later China, seem to have played a 
determining role in the action of Mehmet Shehu. 


In power since 1954, the Albanian prime minister worked in closest collaboration 
with Enver Hoxha, the first secretary of the party, and often helped him in 
carrying out his foreign policy. The brutal death of this man, who was operated 
on in Paris in 1972, in the strictest secrecy, poses a serious problem for Enver 
Hoxha. The latter, not departing from his Stalinist lets everyone think that 
the succession to Mehmet Shehu will be settled in the current Politburo of the 
party. The Politburo has a definite majority of former collaborators of the 
Albanian premier. 


The sudden death of the number two Albanian poses serious questions for the most 
expert observers. Was it really a case of death occurring as a result of a 
spell of nerves, caused by a gradual lassitude, aggravated by an accumulation 
of major problems for Albania? Everything leads one to believe that this was 
the case. The epell of nerves seens, indeed, to have been caused by physical 
weakness. His worries and perhaps even poor health sapped his strength. Unless 
this “spell” might have been due to personal matters. But that seems less 
probable. 


Note: In a communique published after the death of the Albanian premier, the 
Union of Albanian Nationalists in Europe states that “the death of the initiator 
of purges, of torture camps and of religious persecutions marks the beginning 
of the intensification of the active struggle of the Albanian people to regain 
their individual rights and freedoms.” 


cso: 3100/213 








CONSUMERISM: ITS CORRUPTIVE EFFECT WITHIN SYSTEM 
Sofia FILOSOFSKA MISUL in Bulgarian No 11, 1981 pp 3-10 


[Article by Nikola Nikolov, candidate of philosophical science and Partizdat chief 
philosophy editor: “Letter to My Contempcrary”] 


[Text] Time goes by, our hair is turning gray and white, as we frequently continue 

to wander around in the area of abstract concepts. "So what,” you may object, "inertia 
is a powerful force." No, my friend, I disagree. Whether we realize it or not, this 
“inertia” has its specific scientific name: social position! It develops slowly and 
imperceptibly, the way a rock pushed by the current eventually changes its shape. The 
hierarchical position, size and means of earning of our income have the strongest in- 
fluence on the thoughts and feelings of a person, on his entire life. This is something 
which neither science nor literature ignores when they deal with the individual. 


You cannot fail to be impressed by the actions of today’s educator. He mounts his 
attacks against us every day and has become so impressed by the power of the word 
(spoken or written) that he considers it as just about the only means through which 
we can change the human mind and develop in the people a Marxist-Leninist outlook. 
Apparently, he ignores the time in which we live. He does not realize in the least 
that once, under different circumstances, when reality could only be cri‘icized and 
when there was no opportunity for making ideals part of life, the power of the word 
was indeed the most important means of revolutionizing the consciousness of the masses. 
Today, when we can implement the communist ideal step by step, whatever their power, 
words lose their meaning and become strongly depreciated if they are not always backed 
by practical action, by the personal refusal of a material benefit or the elimination 
of one or another privilege. 


Do you remember, my friend, the first years after 9 September? At that time we lined 
up for a piece of cloth or fabric. Even the black bread was rationed. We did not 
even know the meanings of words such as washing machine, refrigerator or television 
set, not to mention private car, cottage or apartment. However, can we forget the 
enthusiasm which stemmed directly from our young freedom? Do you remember the songs 
at the brigade projects of Khainboaz, Dimitrovgrad and Pernik-Voluek? Do you remember 
the purity of our relations and how imminent the advent of universal social justice 
seemed! Our major problem then was to heal the severe wounds caused by the war and 

to socialize productive capital in industry and agriculture, and no more! That was 

to be the beginning of our broad way leading to fraternity and equality... 


More than 35 years have gone by since. Productive capital has long become public 
property and we are surrounded by things about which we could only dream in the past: 
apartments, cottages, cars, television sets, refrigerators ind washing machines. All 
of this has become reality, a profound part of our daily lives. However, despite this 
material well-being, the alarming question weighs on us: have we taken a decisive 
step forward in our moral relations as well? 
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My friend, how did it happen that for many people that thrust toward equality was 
converted into a desire for the accumulation of property? it is as though the ques- 
tion of an increasingly equitable distribution of goods was left somewhere behind 
and that our days began to be filled wi-h endless conversations about the cottage, 
the car, the apartment, the children’s studies, the frequency and place of our trips 
abroad, and the objects with which we have surrounded ourselves. Imperceptibly, 
property is “softening up™ our brains. It could eliminate boundaries between dif- 
ferent principles. Some fighters { ©t equality have imperceptibly begwi to turn into 
moralizers who are looking for reasons for the excessive pursuit of material goods 
by individuals in their “low consciousness,” and are trying to resolve the major prob- 
lem of restraining our acquisitiveness with the help of educational blabberings. They 
seem to be totally unaware of their profound self-contradiction when they express 
their support of the fact that human nature is the sum total of social relations and 
ties while continuing most zealously to ascribe to education some kind of miraculous 
power which could change the individual radically without, however, changing the re- 
lations and ties which are the fabric of the personality. This applies mainly to 
ownership relations in which we become firmly involved from birth, since the right 
to inherit stamps even the babies with the seal of ownership! Moralizing, which is 
attempting to replace the study of ownership relations with “simple matters of con- 
science and statements on justice,” using "the entire heavy artillery of moral indig- 
nation” (Marx) is of absolutely no help. 


My friend, I am sure that you will agree that as time goes on there is an increasing 
number of unresolved problems. One of them is that of consumerism, which is increas- 
ingly starting out as problem No 1, a problems whose resolution will determine our 
future steps toward completing the building of mature socialism. This is because 
consumerism affects most strongly the economic foundation of the new social systen 

and opens a painful wound. As consumerism blossoms the aspiration toward bright ideals 
wanes. This is the alarm signal which calls for making a most thorough roll call 

in the ranks of the fighters for real socialism and comsuniss. 


Slowly but surely consumerism implants its own criterion of man, measuring him by 

the yardstick of his position and property. Accumulated money does not stand still, 
it wants to show off but not in its natural aspect, for all money looks alike, but 

in the guise of expensive and very expensive objects, from a ring to a luxurious cot- 
tage and splendid apartment, the type of car, television or refrigerator we have, 
fashion, household furnishings, the food we consume, etc. The intimate world of man 
becomes strongly and directly tied to his possessions, which leave a profound mark 
on his spiritual world and overall thinking, feelings and behavior. The property 
itself is an attitude displayed by the individual toward others in terms of material 
objects. It is precisely this “mine-yours” relationship that links individuals within 
a common chain of steps and actions, and at the same time, leaves deep marks in their 
souls, alienating them and pitting them one against the other. 


Anywhere you look, in plains and mountains, ravines and rocks-~you come across cottage 
areas. Should we ask ourselves the question of why we build a strong fence and a 
two- or three-story cottage in which we spend one or two days a week? How effective 
is this? What large amounts of materials, some of them expensive, are used, how much 
furniture is purchased only to remain locked for almost a full year, while elsewhere 
a hospital, a school or a kindergarten will remain unfinished and while some people 
are short of housing! To top it all, should owners of cottages have the right to 

use public rest homes? 








You know, my friend, that there are things which could be passed over in silence with- 
out, however, becoming any less harmful. Has anyone failed to see the way consumeris= 
destroys healthy human virtues by replacing them with gross practicalism embodied 

in the animation of objects? The person who has fallen into this muddy stream enjoys 
his acquisitions, touches them and melts in their sight as though they were living. 

He is ready to discuss any one of his objects hours on end! Friendship, comradeship, 
love, family, science and politics are all, in his view, subordinate to “money.” His 
entire life consists of an uninterrupted calculation related to his benefits, while 
the interests of the collective and society are ignored. It was no accident that 
Marx said: “I laugh at so-called ‘practical’ people and at their wisdom. Naturally, 
if a person wants to turn into an animal, he can turn his back on the pains of mankind 
and show concern for his own skin.” 


Such a person does not stop at anything for the sake of wealth. The deformed feeling 
of “this is mine” is indifferent to the destiny of other people the way money is in- 
different to the goods that are purchased with it--bread, poison, a palace or a hut. 
Such a person does not conside: the hurt dignity of an honest man; his conscience 
remains mute as he faces his father, mother or sister at their dying hour, waiting 
impatiently to inherit; nor does he stop at even the most disgusting deals which may 
even include murder, for the sake of getting money, for “money is the basis of all 
secrets,” as Balzac's characters frequently exclaim. Describing such a consumer, 
Gor'kiy categorically states: “He is always greedy and afraid. He can turn a tooth- 
ache into a global event; all that matters to this parasite is the ‘I.'” 


Something else is striking: the maneuvering for positions and titles which bring 
material benefits greatly suppresses the individual, darkens his bright aspirations, 
des*roys many people spiritually and corrupts some young people as well. Such people, 
who have committed themselves to the struggle for an actually illusory glory, avoid 
any serious discussion of important social problems and consider critical remarks 

as attacks of a personal nature. Such ego-blindness prevents them from being in step 
with real life. 


Needs excite our passions and increase our wish to own one object or another. However, 
what does to own mean? Does it correspond to the real needs of a person today? No, 
for frequently these are two entirely different things. Possession means to take 

over something as “my property.” Whether or not this is needed, to what extent is 

it needed, or is it owned only for impressing others, i.e., for the sake of prestige? 
In many cases it is precisely the latter that applies. “At a certain level of wealth,” 
Count Monte Cristo, Dumas’ character, used to say, “only that which is unnecessary 
becomes necessary." Such an acquisition of goods which deprives others who truly 

need them is not found in the animal world, it is the offspring of human society.... 


Once it has appeared, ownership soon proves to be a reliable and irreplaceable tool 
which some people use to dominate and exploit others. Some begin to live in palaces 
while others find themselves in huts, and hungry, although it is precisely they who 
butld the palaces and produce all goods. It is thus that, having crossed the threshold 
of civtitzetion, human history becomes marked by the shameful seal of slavery: siaves 
ond slaveowners, serfs and feudal lords, hired workers and capitalists--all of human 
history ts imbued with such forms of suppression of humanity. What is even more para- 
doxical is that the curtain has not been dropped and that the tragicomedy goes on. 

The rich class today has concentrated unparalleled power in its hands--science, tech- 
nology and manpower to which it throws the pitiful remnants of the lord's table along 
with an abundance of lies about freedom and equality for all, spouted day and night 








by the mass information media it controls--the press, radio and television. On top 
of all this, it has securea for itself a tremendous military sight which can destroy 
even life on earth.... 


By consumerism we do wan in the least any kind of insatiable gluttony for food or 

any innate fee!ing of prestige acquired through the self-seeking accumulation of objects. 
Sch biclogizine of cov sumerism merely discracts our attention from its true nature 

and from the search for its deeper causes. Without this, however, we cannot engage 

in any kind of successful effort to limit and eliminate it. Consumerisa is a social 
phenomenon. Its manifestation is possible only within society as a relation between 
people based mainly on material goods. 


According to some, consumerism consists of object-mania; others reduce it to sponging, 
the result of innate laziness; others again blame poor family upbringing. 


All of these explanations of consumerism contain a certain amount of truth. They 
consider one or another external feature, something which can be easily noticed. How- 
ever, we know quite well that frequently phenomena may be misleading, for they do 

not entirely coincide with their real essence. For example, the sost widespread 
opinion on the nature of capital is that it represents objects--machines, factories 
and other objects. Some people have gone so far as to describe as capital the stick 
held by a savage who uses it to defend himself from wild animals or to pick fruit. 
However, the systematic application of Marx" scientific approach clearly indicates 
that capital is not an object but a social relation, a historically developed production 
relation between the private owners of productive capital and hired workers without 
property of their own. 


The very essence of consumerism is the use of someone else's labor without recipro- 
cating, i.e., social parasitism. The question may be asked: is this not in fact 
sponging by another name? My answer is no, this is not a play on words. Looking 

at it more profoundly we will note a very substantial difference. For example, everyone 
knows that a member of a family may become a sponger. However, if this happens to 

be one of the spouses or a child, and the sponging is entirely at the ex-ense of 

income earned honestly by the family, we are not dealing with true consumerism as 

a social phenomenon. In this case it is that specific family that has been hurt. 

The fact that society has not entirely applied the socialist principle of mandatory 
work by everyone who can work is a different matter. 


That is why this type of sponging, although bordering on consumerism, is still not 

real consumerism. As a social phenomenon, real consumerism begins as of this point, 
when objective real opportunities arise for a person to obtain as personal property 
mainly material goods without having earned them. Yet this is precisely what political 
economy describes as the acquisition of someone else's labor without equivalent ex- 
change. 


It is at this point that we must look for the line that divides sponging within a 
family and consumerism as a social phenomenon. The former does not encroach upon 
public property. It is parasitiem within the family, affecting its members. The 

latter is based entirely on public property and is parasitiem at the expense of society. 
Actually, it means going beyond the framework of normal consumption in the sense that 
the individual does not limit himself to the necessary means for subsistence, bearing 
in mind the actual possibilities of production forces for the satisfaction of the 

needs of all members of society. His credo is the accumulation of surpluses, 

















naturally at the expense of the deprivation of others. However, what criterion do 

we use in determining whether a given income has been actually earned or represents 
the acquisition of someone else's nonequivalent labor? It is not a question of income 
acquired illegally such as through theft, fraud, other criminal actions, etc. It 

is 2 question of legitimately obtained income which has been earned neither partially 
mor entirely. What do we mean by this? Of late, we have witnessed the appearance 

af various positions such as deputies, assistants, consultants and secretaries of 
directors in excessive numbers and who say be doing all the work of their superiors. 
Inflated tables of organization aay be found at all levels of the administrative 
apparatus. Thus, sometimes entire salaries are earned without work, or else only 
part of che salary has been actually earned. From the viewpoint of the characteri- 
zation of consumerism, it becomes very important to find a proper criterion when we 
are faced with the actual payment of unearned high rather than low wages. In the 
first case, such undeserved earning make an easy life possible, even bordering on 
luxury, whereas in the second such funds may be insufficient to meet even normal needs. 


GQnce Balzac raised the following great question: "What would become of our society 
if we were to engage in tracing the origin of all wealth?” Naturally, this applies 
to the bourgeois society. However, because of the inevitable existence of commodity- 
monetary relations in our socialist society, the secret of the amount of the income 
remains as a burden, although to a rather limited extent, affecting mostly the addi- 
tional income such as fees, illegal acquisition, black market deals, etc. Exchange 
among private individuals can make a great difference in the income and is almost 
totally impossible to control. Although partial, the secret of the amount of income 
creates 4 serious problem in terms of public morality in a society such as ours, for 
it conflicts with its basic principle according to which no one must live at the ex- 
pense of someone else and that work is the prime obligation and honor of everyone. 

In this respect, the existing method for informing the respective commissions of cases 
of unearned income is ineffective. “People begin to keep secrets,” Hertzen wrote, 
“when their moral life breaks down; they are afraid of acknowledging this breakdown 
and hold on to the form with tremb\ing hands, ignoring the essence; they cover their 
wounds with rags as if wounds coul~ heal when they are concealed.” Since we keep 
track of the amount and nature of the work of everyone, it is entirely logical and 
mandatory to know precisely how auch the income is and how it is earned and consumed. 
Lenin expressed this idea most categorically as follows: until we reach the “higher” 
state of communiem, “the strictest control will have to be maintained on the part 

of society and the state concerning the amount of labor and consumption.” People 
who have honestly earned their income cannot conceal its size. The party appeal to 
everyone to earn his wage mandatorily stipulates that the income of everyone is dis- 
closed, for wherever there is a secret related to the income, there may be a guilty 
conscience. This leads to undesirable consequences in terms of public morality, the 
more so since today we have reached the stage cf building mature socialism as an 
approach to the transition to the higher phase of communiss, for which reason we must 
carefully see to it that disparities in living standards are reduced. 


More than 2 centuries ago Jean-Jacques Rousseau wrote that all members of a society 
would Live better if no one had something unnecessary. Baboeuf described this idea 
os the “elixir,” and made it the essence of his book "The Social Contrer:.” Marx 
exclaimed that this was “remarkable!” However, its implementation does not mean a 
war against objects which are naively proclaimed to be our “tyrants,” “enslavers,” 
etc. Consciously or subconsciously, things are blamed as the “culprits” for con- 
sumeriom, because of lack of knowledge of the problem. This is an error. However, 
sometimes it is also an attempt to mislead others in the interest of those who have 
acquired considerable wealth. 








A lomg time ago Marx gave a scientific answer to the questioa of who is the “culprit” 
for consumerism: possession. It turns objects into commodities, it allows 4 person 
to acquire one or another object or service, it dispenses justice, it does not hes.tate 
to gaxe some people slaves (overtly or covertly), something which is continuing to 
this day; it proclaims aan as something less valuable than an object, sets brother 
against brother or gon against fether and mother in mortal combat. All of us know 
that objects are something dead, gute; however, they begin to “talk” in all languages 
the moment we “include” them in ownership relations. The sodel of car or television, 
the price of a cottage or a gilded laup, seem to take a life of their am and "speak" 
about their owner, simply characterizing his position in the hierarchy of owmers. 

The person complacently exhibits thea, projecting the silent idea that “look, this 

is me!" An object as such has nothing systerious about it, Marx wrote. However, 

Lhe moment an object becomes a commodity “it immediately becomes something sensory, 
supersensory. It mot only stands firaly on its own feet but in terms of all other 
commodities, assumes the leadership and grows in its wooden head insects which are 

far stranger than if that object were to leap into a dance by itse!f.” The entire 
mystery of the commodity aspect of the product is found in the fact that the equivalence 
of various types of labor on the marketplace takes place through the accidental pur- 
chase and sale, for no plan is made in advance as to who will produce what, how such 
and when. Therefore, the individual goes to the sarket with a great auaber of doubts 
as to whether he will sell or buy what he wants. Naturally, at this point he gets 

the idea that “God only knows what wi‘l happen!” Yes, but God is far away in heaven 
while down here on earth it is goney that sits on its throne, for goney has the siracu- 
lous property of being traded for all kinds of objects, it can open doors like a 
magician and, generally speaking, if enough soney is available, a feeling of lordship 
is developed. 


This precisely is the reason for the fact that relations among people assume the phan- 
tasmagoric aspect of relations among objects. In the midst of this entire chaos soney 
is singled out as the “royal commodity,” surrounded by total secrecy and ascribed 
supernatural qualities. The gost terrible crimes against mankind have been and are 
still being committed for the sake of owning more money, i.e., becoming socially sore 
powerful. We do not know whether he was joking or serious when GC. Flaubert wrote 

to G. Sand: “Oh yes! I would be ready to follow you to another planet, for soney 
will soon make our planet uninhabitable.” Today the stockpiled superweapons present 
the real threat that Flaubert’s statement may prove to be true.... 


When we think of crimes committed throughout the ages, slavery, egotiem and greedy 
aspirations for reciprocal plunder, unparalleled self-destruction in wars, we cannot 
avoid the thought that it is as though people were given a sind for the sake of Living 
as stupidly as possible. My friend, I did not invent this, and it was quite well 
expressed by Robert Owen: “As long as the human aind does not reject the deception 
related to this mad puzzle about soney, the people will be unable to think and act 

as sensible beings and the world will be nothing but « tremendous madhouse, constantly 
shas<a 9 by anarchy and disturbances, in which every person will oppose those around 
him opesly or secretly, although being truly and sincerely wited should be the supreme 
and pet -enent interest of everyone.” 


You and I, ay friend, know that under our circumstances public ownership and economic 
planning greatly restrict the garket element and debunk the godliness of money. This 

is a big truth and thanks to it we are greatly superior to the exploiting society. 
However, it is paralleled by yet another truth: as long as commodity-monetary relations 
exist and individuals become owners, to 4 certain extent the element of market 








relations and veneration for money remain. Wo one even dreams of promoting the cult 

of money which comes from birth. This is a ainor truth on the bests of which consumer- 
ism grows. It is a real opiate without which one could do. However, once tempted, 

a little will no longer do and the perpetual sotion machine gets into action. You 

may find it strange, but it is a fact that even “Secondary Raw Materials” has joined 

in the rush for public funds and big money.... 


My friend, have we become excessively soft in resisting the pressure of possessions? 
Te this day I wonder how it happened that barbed vire fences have been built in sou- 
tains. Will this symbol of “sy property,” which is letting blood from the body of 
nature every day and which can no longer conceal the theft of public property worth 
millions and sillions of leva, continue to exacerbate the opes wounds in the heart 
with the claim that this is almost communiss? Somewhere two or three apartments exist 
“hidden” from the law; somewhere else an entire area of sumer howes appears “ilile- 
gally.” amd is then easily legitimized; eleewhere again public fusds amounting to 
tens of thousands of leva are borrowed for a short time. Meanwhile, the controlling 
authorities get short of breath in their efforts to extinguish these flames of owner- 
ship. 


“What do you say, is it not matural for a person to acquire a few more possessions 

in order to live a somewhat better life?” True, you are right. But look at it this 
way: does the tragedy not begin precisely when a person obtains something? Gradu- 
ally be begins to quarrel with everyone about everything and hides within the shell 
of his poseessicaos to protect himself from everything and everyone. Yes, we may have 
come close to Ba.zac's “la Peau de Chagrin:” "Even though they are at the two ex- 
tremities of the .oral world, the savage and the philosopher are equally disgusted 

by property.” Robrrt Owen was even gore categorical: “As long as private property 
exists, under its natural influence man will be raised in «4 state of ignorant ego- 
tiem, i.e., he will try to clutch at anything which could turn into his pi ivate 
property; and since wreryone is raised in the spirit of this principle, everyone will 
openly or secretly be against bis friends in order to obtain a bigger share of life's 
profusion.” 


Have you seen, my friend, how some people spend a lifetime skimming on the surface 

of tie river and only glance at the deep parts, fearing to approach them, even though 
the water there is the quietest? Naturaliy, there is nothing insulting in this, for 
there may be an undertow and they may drown. However, is it not shameful and insult ing 
when such 4 person, aseuming that he is a writer, begins to imagine (and even to 
believe) that ne is in the deep part, and begins to discuss major problems? Others 
pretend that there are no depths and continue to deal with petty matters or to belittie 
big ones. However, one cannot swim in the shallow parts of the river but can only 
make meaningless noises....Yes, please also note that everyone speaks about the truth, 
but how few speak the language of the truth? If you write frankly, with ail your 

heart and soul, your life turns into an infinite concern but not for yourself, rather 
for the lives of all the others. 


“When we were pouring the foundatiors....@h, what troubles we had!" the poet ex- 
claimed. Now, however, when it is the building that is being erected, is it any easier’ 
Por we are sot dealing with some kind of “petty happiness” but with the great happiness 
of all people! it is precisely at this point that we face the evil spirit of con- 
eumerien which te crazily enamored precisely of the “petty happiness.” Naturally, 

it does not always openly show its egotistical credo. it frequenty dons the mask 

of concern for the happiness of aan and for his all-round development, and for some 














reason, begins to plead in favor of unlimited favor of private property, neglecting 

the far greater importance of socialist public ownership. Together we read Marx and 
Engels and we find that place in THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO which reads that communists 
are not against private property earned through personal toil; they oppose the type 

of ownership which could control someone else's labor. However, how is it that when 

we come across this thought, to some it becomes clear that this applies to someone 
else's labor while others ignore it or simply distort it? Are we reading with dif- 
ferent eyeglasses thoughts which directly affect our own lives? This is probably 

the case. Helvetius himself pointed out that it is interest that gives various objects 
different colors for different individuals.... 


My friend, you know that progress and society hardly follow a straight line. A train 
moves on tracks, as everyone knows, and if it leaves the tracks there is a wreck. 
Social progress, however, cannot take place by schedule. In this case a ship sails 

in the open sea and the compass is not always accurate, for millions of people are 
tugging at its arm here and there according to their own ‘aterests, frequently without 
realizing it. "We must be proud,” Hertzen wrote, “that »e are not threads, we are 

not needles in hands of fate, which is sewing the multivolored fabric of history....We 
know that this fabric is being sewn with our help. However, this is not our objective, 
it is not our purpose or a lesson to be learned, but tiie consequence of a complex 
general guarantee which binds everything extant throug’. its beginnings and its ends, 
and its causes and effects. This is not all. We can c..ange the design of a carpet. 
There is no owner, there is no design, there is only a toundation and we are by our- 
selves." 


Trends in social life are never something abstract or anonymous. They are always 
carried by living people, by one or another individual. The point is that in the 

entire complexity of human interrelationships we do not seek with sufficient persistence 
and discover the true motive force, the interest which, in turn, is a form of mani- 
festation of ownership relations. In the course of this tireless clash of interests, 
whose gravity depends on the level of property inequality, in the final account, almost 
never do we find someone boasting of being on the side of forces which are hindering 
social progress. 


This. precisely, is the entire trouble: how to identify those who block the path 

of the new, of progress, so that we may determine the means with which to oppose them. 
Every one of us is involved in this struggle between the new and the old and it is 
very, very difficult to question the sincerity of your comrade....Naturally, the cri- 
terion was discovered and formulated quite accurately by Lenin: the individual must 
be judged not by his "thoughs and feelings” but by his actions. It turns out, how- 
ever, that it is quite difficult to engage in really useful action and drop verbosity 
and verbiage. 


If we merely agree, as some people claim, that consumerism appears and thrives pre- 
cisely because some individuals are short of “intellect” which, please note, my friend, 
"is the only thing which can keep us ‘healthily’ away from excess," the task of sur- 
mounting consumerism may be reduced to a purely educational problem of how to help 
everyone gain the necessary “personal intellect" and no more! There would be no 
problem of ownership relations to be resolved. However, we come across people with 

a rather high “personal intellect" who do not keep any kind of distance away from 
excesses and not a word is being said about it....We see, therefore, that instead 

of explaining and proving, year after year all we hear is preaching.... 














However, if it is clearly understood that consumerism is based on economics, the 
struggle against it will assume more realistic features. Greater persistence will 
be displayed in the search for sources from which it draws its vital nourishment and 
grows in front of our eyes. And, in order to prevent it from blocking the sun, it 
is precisely these sources that must be eliminated boldly, unhesitatingly. 
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COMMENT ON PRAGUE WORLD MARXIST REVIEW MEETING 


Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 30 Nov 6&1 p 6 
/Article by Jan Hrobar: “Voice of Fraternal Parties”/ 


xt/ The international conference of fraternal parties om the work of the journal 

KY MIRU A SOCIALISM /Problens of Peace and Socialism/ held in Prague last week 
represents an important event for the world communist and labor movements. Ninety 
Gelegations of fraternal parties gathered here, the highest number recorded for 
meetings of this kind. That the delegations were headed by top or prominent party 
representatives--chairmen, general or first secretaries and members of the highest 
party organs-~-underscored the importance of this conference. This large and 
authoritative asseably was the expression of the wishes of fraternal parties for 
and their interest in international conferences, of growing endeavors for contacts, 
cooperation and joint handling of topical problems. 


The conference evaluated the role of the journal which for more than two decades 
as an indispensable tool of all revolutionary and progressive forces has been 
disseminating the truth about socialism and communicating the experiences of 
fraternal parties and all that enriches revolutionary theory and practice. It 
was rightly noted that it is a unique international platform with no equal 

among worldwide communications--the journal is published in all world languages 
and it has 66 nationa! editions. Its existence and fruitful function contribute 
to the unity and action capability of the movement. The discussion brought forth 
further suggestions for the deepening and expanding of its authority. 


The Prague conference at the same time went far beyond the consideration of the 
editorial work of the journal. Naturally so, for the existence and the function 
of the journal requires deep analysis of a very broad spectrum of topical questions 
raised by the growth and activity of the revolutionary movement and the general 
situation in the world arena. Moreover, the conference took place at the time of 
serious polarization of the international situation and this further increased its 
importance. The concern for peace of cammunists dominated the discussion. 


The conference participants considered all aspects of the situation that has 
developed in the world, the warmongering of the imperiaiistic forces and their 
attempts to retaliate for tne victory of the forces of progress; and the tasks with 
which the international communist and labor movements and all the progressive and 
anti-imperialistic forces are faced at the present time. 


ll 





The discussion participants gave the convincing answer that the place of comm- 

nists is nowhere else but in the first ranks of fighters for freedom and disarmament. 
They confirmed the steadfast determination to oppose the reckless policy of imperial- 
ism and expressed the unbreakable will to fulfill the mission of the avant-grade of 
peace forces. In their presentations, one heard the voices of the nations that refuse 
to live in the shadow of heaps of atomic and other weapons f<verishly amassed in 

their homes by American imperialists and the armorbearers of the NATO pact. They 
made it known that a powerful wave of resistence has arisen in the world against the 
imperialistic threat to mankind. 


The peace offensive of the Soviet Union, the activity of the entire socialist com- 
munity as the principal force of the peace front of mankind received serious 


appraisal. 


The conference participants at the same time turned attention to cooperation with 
all opponents of American weapon rattling. They called attention to the fact that 
the need for the closing of the ranks of the international communist and labor 
movements and the unity of all anti-imperialistic forces is greater today than ever. 


The increasing role of all other forms of struggle against imperialism and reaction 
was pointed out. The need to oppose, on the ideological front, the growing efforts 
of the reactionaries to weaken and divide the proponents of peace and disarmament, 
and the intensified anticommunist and anti-Soviet slanders and campaigns. 


The policy of Peking Maoists was subjected to sharp critique in the discussion. 

There was an absolute dominance of the view that Marxist-Leninist parties cannot 
hold a neutral attitude toward Maoism which, with its ideology foreign to the working 
class, its expansionism and hegemonism and its association with American imperial- 
ism, represents a serious danger for nations and the world peace. The conference 
participants expressed resolute support of all revolutionary and progressive forces 
that are exposed to malicious attacks and intrigues of the world reaction in 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Cuba, Nicaragua, Angola and on other leading fronts. 


At the conference, in a comradely work atmosphere, each of the participating parties 
expressed its opinions freely on the basis of full equality. When the group is so 
large and the spectrum of questions it deals with so broad, it is not unusual to 
have differences of opinions on some of the problems considered. 


The international conference of fraternal parties confirmed the invincible faith 
and strength of the communist and all revolutionary movements. It revealed that 
the obstacles place before mankind by imperialism are not unconquerable. It showed 
what is the place and the mission of the avant-grade of the world peace forces, and 
it constituted an important contribution to the current universal struggle with the 
forces of reaction and war. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


DIFFERING EVALUATIONS OF POPE PUBLISHED 
CSSR Regime's Criticiss 
Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 18 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Milan Sciranko, candidate for doctor of science: "The Ideology and 
Influence of Clerical Anticommunisa”™] 


[Excerpt] Following the short pontificate of John Paul I, John Paul Il, otherwise 
known as Karol Wojtyla, became the head of the Catholic Church. As the 

author, Jo Mutterge, wrote in his book, “Where Is Poland Headed" (Ou va la Pologne), 
“after the election of Wojtyla as pope, the Western press began to 
Eastern policy of Paul VI as a ‘naive policy’ which, they said, had 
The press openly called on John Paul II to institute a firmer policy toward the 
countries of Eastern Europe. His election vas to be 
relations between the state and the Catholic Church in Poland 
bourgeois ideological centers once again emphasized the importance of the church 

in the struggle against real socialism and progress in the world. Brzezinski 
attempted to guide the church more actively as an important ideological institution 
against the socialist countries and, most of all, against the People's Republic 

of Poland. “When Wojtyla was active in Cracow,” writes Jo Mutterge, "it was known 
that he supported the activity of Catholic activists and priests, or ‘laymen.’ 

These ‘activists’ for the most part were inclined toward militant catholicissa, and 
their activities in the background brought about efforts leading to the creation 

of the conditions for the founding of a clerical political party." Under the guise 
of “human rights” then, a way vas being sought toward the pluralization of the 
political system of cocialist society. The “main” defender of human rights in the 
form of a representative of a "Western democracy,” former president J. Carter, 

found in the Cracow cardink] "a passionate defender of human rights," whose views 
concurred on many points with the thoughts propagandized by “dissident circles," 

which called for the gradual dismantling of the political structure in Poland. 

This alliance is attested to also by the fact that long before the arrival of Wojtyla 
at the Vatican there existed a personal contact between him and Brzezinski, which 
was confirmed by the presence of the latter at the cermonial investiture of John 
Paul II on the papal throne in October 1978. 


Even before this, the current pope was known for his views, which wero evident in 


his efforts to maintain good relations with Western church circles in Europe, above 
all in the FRG, but also in the United States and, last but not least, with circles 
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of the Polish political emigration. Even our clerical immigration has achieved 
a place in these efforts. The unjustified demands of Slovak clericofascists and 
their lackeys are often passed on through official Vatican representatives. 


Various actions are organized against our patriotically inclined priests, who are 
interested in the development and flowering of our peoples ard nationalities. The 
class roots of this “crusade” are clear. The Fifteenth Plenum of the CPCZ Central 
Committee, as of March 1980, “values the active participation of those who believe 
in socialist construction and respects greatly the progressive clerics of all 
legally functioning churches who are united with the people and display a positive 
attitude toward the policies of our country, to its efforts on behalf of a 
flourishing of the fatherland and the assurance of world peace. 


Cardinal Toma: - View 
Prague KATOLICKE NOVINY in Czech No 45, 8 Nov 81 p 3 
[Article by Frantisek Cardinal Tomasek: “Again with the Holy Father™] 


{Text} I send you all greetings from St Peter's Square, where I last was on 13 May, 
on the day when the forces of darkness there attempted to murder our Holy Father, 
John Paul II. Immediately afterward, I sent a report concerning this, with the 
plea that you all ardently and constantly remember the Holy Father in your daily 
prayers and devotions. We may speak of a miracle, in that the Holy Father ha: 
remained not only alive, but has returned so quickly to good physical condition. 

I became personally convinced of this when I was near him on St Peter's Square 
during his general audience of Wednesday, 14 October. The square had been filling 
up since the morning with pilgrims and tourists from all the continents. Suddenly, 
everyone burst out in turbulent rejoicing, for the Holy Father had just arrived. 
He stood in an open jeep, blessing everyone on all sides, and bowed in greeting 

to all with his customary smile. The rejoicing of those present broke out even 
more. And it reached a crescendo when the Holy Father got out of the jeep and 
ever so slowly made his way among the rejoicing multitudes of people of various 
races and colors which lined the streets, so that he could open that unique 
audience which may be experienced only here. 


The Holy Father opened the audience with the sign of the cross and the customary 
greeting “Praise be to Jesus Christ." He also greeted me and the other bishops 

who were present. The secretaries to the Holy Father then read the names of 
specific larger groups, the Holy Father bowed to them in greeting, and they stormily 
acclaimed hin. 


Then the Holy Father pronounced his main speech, in which he again remembered 

the bloody 13 May. He is fully aware that at that time it was a matter of life 
and death. For this reason, he again expressed great thanks for the extraordinary 
intercession of the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, for 13 May was the first day 
of her revelation at Fatima. And he again thanked all those who were close to hin, 
especially in their prayers and devotions. He stated that this event had given 
him a great opportunity, by allowing him to more fully make a peaceful sacrifice 
for the church and the whole world through his unity with the suffering Christ. 
Then the Holy Father addressed individually the larger foreign language groups: in 
French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, German and Polish. 
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Finally, he called upon me and the other bishops who were present, to stand beside 
him and to perform the apostolic benediction along with him for all those present. 


When we stepped up o join him, the entire assembly recited the Latin prayer “I 
believe in God,” and then we pronounced, clong with the Holy Father, the apostolic 
benediction to all those present and to those who were listening on the radio. 


And with this we were near to that particularly dear moment when I was able to greet 
the Holy Father. I greeted him not only for myself, but also for all of you who 
think of him lovingly. I assured the Holy Father of additional ongoing prayers, 
and at the same time I congratulated him on the third anniversary of his election 
as head of the church. The Holy Father also remembers you all regularly in his 
prayers and sends you his special benediction. 


Since I saw the Holy Father up close, I can inform you with great pleasure that he 
appears healthy and is ready for.work. Continue to remember hia in your prayers. 


His mission in the world has always been and will always be and possesses an ever 
greater significance: We have a common heavenly father, because we are, one to 

the other, throughout the world, brothers and sisters. We gust help each other in 
the spirit of love: spouses must help each other, as must family members, neigh- 
bors, people at places of work, during daily contact, always and everywhere. This 
Christian civilization of love provides man with a proper focus and fulfillment 

for his life and contributes to the preservation of marriage, the family and human 
society. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS OF LUBLIN VOIVODSHIP PZPR REPORTED 
Position on Agricultural-Food Industry 


Lublin SZTANDAR LUDU in Polish 16 Now 81 p 2 


{[Article: “Deliberations of Executive Boards of the PZPR KW [voivodship 
committees]: Lcblin, Praise for the Working Forces of the Agricultural- 
Food Industry” ] 


[Text] (Our own correspondents) The deliberations which the PZPR KW 
executive board held Saturday in Lublin devoted one of its two points of 
the agenda to an assessment of the working of the agricultural-food indus- 
try, giving special attention to the supply of basic raw materials to 

meet its processing needs and to the attitudes of the working forces. 


From just about every angle, the situation in this industry is exception- 
ally complicated. There has been a clear drop in sales and a sizeable 
rise in the payroll fund in practically all the plants whose production 
determines the level of market supply. Despite the overall decline in 
production, owing to changes in the structure of the item assortment and 
the limitations on nonmarket sales, deliveries of goods to the market have 
increased in some cases. This applies, for example, to flour and grain 
products, milk for consumption, white cheeses, butter, poultry, jams, 
preserves, and pickled vegetables. 


The procurement of grain has dropped considerably in the recent period. 
Owing to the shortage of the raw material, the potato industry is also 
having difficulties. The planned quantities of tomatoes, apples, pears, 
cherries, prunes, and wild strawberries were not procured. The plans for 
the procurement of raspberries, cauliflower, and cucumbers did not go well 
either. 


The meat and egg industry faced the worst situation. It is calculated 
that procurement will fall short of this year's plan by about 14,500 tons 
of livestock for slaughter and 28 million eggs. Poultry procurement is 
expected to reach planned levels. At the present time it is only the 
procurement of milk which is exceeding the processing capacities in the 
volvodship's existing plants. Therefore, some has been transferred to 
other voivodships. 
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The problem of the agricultural-food industry's processing power was nct 
discussed, because it had already been the subject of many sessions of 
the voivodship's political and administrative leaders. The industry's 
developmental plans and justified demands concerning the need for raw 
materials are generally known. Nonetheless, it was decided that there 
are possibilities for a more rapid expansion of the processing capacity 
in the dairy industry, for example, by adapting for this purpose the 
under-used installations in other sectors of the economy, such as the 
“Elekcromontaz” plant in the Lublin Voivodship locality of Ostrowo. In 
this cormection it was recommended that appropriate studies and actions 
be undertaken. 


The above-mentioned great difficulties brought up in the executive board's 
session:, are taking place and being covered by the demand of the agricul- 
tural-food industry, especially those of the packaging for the fruit and 
vegetable industry. In this matter there was a search for solutions, 
stemming, for example, from the need to activate the procurement of gulti- 
purpose packaging and the development of alternate packaging production. 


The principle of giving priority to the agricultural-food industry is 
generally respected, but there are problems nonetheless with guarantee- 
ing the necessary supply of needed liquid fuels and resources for keeping 
things running, with spare parts for machinery and equipment, and build- 
ing materials. 


Against the backdrop of this complicated situation and the various serious 
difficulties and barriers, the executive committee of the KW gave a very 
high rating to the working forces in the agricultural-food industry and 
gave them its recognition and thanks. The working forces of this industry's 
plants have not exploited their right to strike or protest. Wherever the 
raw materials conditions have permitted, they have also worked on free 
Saturdays and on Sundays off. The raw materials crisis has inclined many 
management teams to introduce those production solutions which have in- 
sured and are continuing to insure a work front for their employees. There 
are known examples of commitment on the part of the working forces engaged 
in activating the procurement of needed raw materials, of their bringing 

in the raw materials using their own vehicles. There are examples where 
people have produced soap to meet their own needs. The employees of the 
grain industry and bakeries, of the dairy industry, potato industry, con- 
fectionary industry, and fruit and vegetable industry also merit great 
recognition. 


A second equally broad and interesting subject of the deliberations was 
the problem of employing post-elementary school graduates. We shall 
discuss it in a separate publication. The executive committee discussed 
and ratified a plan of preparations for the next general PZPR Voivodship 
Committee meeting, which will take up the problems of strengthening the 
party within the workers’ community. 
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School and Information Center Strikes 
Lublin SZTANDAR LUDU in Polish 19 Now 81 pp 1,2 


[Article: “Position of the Executive Committee of the PZPR Voivodship 
Committee in Lublin Concerning Strike Activity in the Educational Centers 
and Schools of Lublin Voivodship” issued by the Executive Committee, dated 
18 November 1981) 


[Text] Our own information) Yesterday the Executive 
Committee of the PZPR Voivodship Committee in Lublin 
held a meeting to deliberate and assess the situat- 
tion in the teaching community in connection with 
the promise of strike action in educational centers 
and schools of Lublin Voivodship. After a careful 
and thorough analysis of the causes and sources of 
the growing conflict in education, the Executive 
Board took the position published below on the 
teachers’ planned protest activity. The major prob- 
lems of the youth movement were presented and dis- 
cussed as the second point of the agenda. 


During the past few weeks there has been a worsening of the conflict situ- 
ations in the educational community, in which there are a host of diffi- 
cult and complicated problems, as in many other fields. As the result of 
critical comments coming in from the trade unions and educational groups, 
administrative officials of the voivodship have undertaken a number of 
steps aimed at upgrading the working conditions of the educational cen- 
ters, expanding the scope of preschool care, the construction of mw 
installations, and so on. Changes have also been made in the position 
of school superintendent in charge of education and upbringing in the 
manner consistent with the existing Charter of Rights and Duties of the 
Teacher and the principles for appointing employees of the state admini- 
stration. 


Mr Kazimierz Jagowdzik, a nonparty-member activist of the Polish Teachers’ 
Union (ZNP) and experienced teacher for many years, was named school 
superintendent of education and upbringing. This change resulted from 

the broad sign campaign undertaken by the Education and Upbringing Sec- 
tion of Solidarity and the formulation of decrees and resolutions of 
protest against the appointment of a school superintendent without con- 
sultation with Solidarity. There was no mention of any warning or reser- 
vation concerning the school superintendent's professional or moral quali- 
fications. The immediate recall or suspension of the school superintendent 
was accomplished through the initial condition of talks with administrative 
officials on many important problems which are vital to the functioning of 
education in Lublin Voivodship. 
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It was against this backdrop finally that strike preparedness vas 
announced for educational centers and schools, calling for what is 
termed an active strike beginning on 20 November, counting on the parti- 
cipation of teachers and youngsters in the strike. 


The Executive Committee of the PZPR Voivodship Committee is disturbed to 
see that another attempt is being asde in our voivodship to bring social 
conflicts onto the school grounds. In the worsening socioeconomic situa- 
tion, given the difficulties of daily life, as the result of the wise 
judgment of the voivodship's working people and the desire for agreement 
exhibited on both sides by trade union activists and voivodship officials, 
we have avoided many conflicts of a local nature and foundation. 


The Executive Committee thinks that the instigation of strike sentiments 
should be decidedly resisted by the society of the voivodship and given 
the PZPR's efforts to create a front of national understanding, an idea 
supported by ZSL, SD, the bishops, the trade unions, and other social 
organizations, an idea which has gained the general approval of the soci- 
ety. 


We are calling on teachers and upbringers, on party menbvers and non- 
members, on all those who hold the idea of social understanding dear, 

to oppose decisively the strike action which has been undertaken. Let 
us not allow the idea of understanding and agreement to be destroyed by 
ambitious games. We think that it goes against the teacher's dignity to 
exploit upbringing authority to drag children and young people in to 
resolve conflicts taking place in the adult world. 


We are calling on pedagogic councils, parent committees, and employees of 
work establishments for joint effort and a decisive stance against rash- 
ness, to insure that our schools, our children and young people, will have 
the possibility of learning in peace and of having the proper conditions 
for the correct conduct of the instruction and upbringing processes. 


The Executive Committee expresses the conviction that through joint effort 
and a decisive stance by the teaching community and the society, we will 
be able to do without aspirations to shift tensions and strikes to the 
voivodship. 


Lublin 
18 November 1981 


Executive Committee 
PZPR Voivodship Committee in Lublin 
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The objective laws of the Romanian people's advance on the path of progress urgently 

furthering the process of restoring national-state unity, which had entered 
Fe oe ee eee en or 0— 
1859. 


Realising the importance of that historic action, the socialist 
expressed confidence in the Romanians’ ultimate victory, being on the same 
understanding with the entire Romanian people. As the socialist Nicclae 
concluded, "For most of us 1559 marks the beginning of 
the Romanians, the happy period of consolidation the 
the period of organization..." (1). In the 




















fication of Moldavia and Wallachia -- our note) 
but also as an omen for the future, because there 
area of the united ones" (2). The same publication associated 
1859 with the great figure of Prince Alexandru Ioan OCusa. ROMANIA 
October 1910 said, "The unification of the Romanian principali 
patriotic deed, is epitomized in the person of Gusa-Voda.* 
tion initiated the idea of raising a momment in memory of 

ary, the fighter for unification ani patriot Alexandru Iocan Cusa. 


But the labor movement's most eloquent and revealing estimate of the 
1859 was the application, beginning in 1908, of the decision of the 
Socialist Circles and Trade Union Organizations in 
Clared a "red holiday" because it was a “symbol of 
ization” (3) for the proletariat as well. 


The formation of the modern Romanian state through 
Wallachia served to encourage the national struggle 
Romania polarized the attention and hopes of 
of attraction for all the Romanian provinces 
of diffusion of the political-diplomatic initiatives 
and independence, of ever vigilant maintenance of the 
full confidence in the Romanians’ ultimate victory. 


The ceaseless struggless for national freedom and 
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Such initiatives were aleo taken by the Romanian workers in the territories under fo- 
reign rule, especially those in Cerneuti, Brasov, Pagara, Sibiu, Deva, Cluj, Abrud, 


Aled, Timisoara, sighet etc. 
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upward from the times when the most glorious deeds of the nation were done .... The 
proclamation of Romania's independence was unquestionably an act of the greatest 
significance, and it is a dividing line between the centuries of oppression under 
Turkish rule and the independence we enjoy today. Through sacrifices and self-denial 
and at the cost of their blood the Romanian people have succeeded in freeing them- 
selves from the Turks in a glorious war, securing an independence that will enable 
them to develop and progress on the path of civilization...." (11) 


In reference to the troubled past of the Romanian people, Sofia Nadejde pointed out 
with zeal that the fulfillment of the ideal of independence "put an end to so many 

humiliations and sufferings of centuries." She went on to say, "No ideal was possi- 
ble when we were crushed by foreign oppression. We needed the wide of 
ence for the Romanian people to advance” (12). 


air 
When the Congress of Berlin was convened after the war to settle the differences be- 
tween the great European powers, it decided that Dobrogea, an ancient Romanian terri- 
tory, should be reunited with Romania while the counties in southern Bessarabia 
should be annexed to Russia (13). 


The Romanian labor movement strongly opposed the policy of territorial compensation 
promoted by the great powers at the expense of Romania and the small and medium 
states in general. As Cristian Racovski pointed out, before the outbreak of the con- 
flict in 1877 Russia and Austria-Hungary already "had en agreement that served their 
ultimate purpose," whereby "Russia agreed that Austria should occupy Bosnia and Her- 
zegovina" while "Austro-Hungarian diplomacy allowed Russia to extend to the mouths of 
the Danube by annexing Calul, Izisai] and Cetatea Alba counties, thus shortening its 
'road to Constantinople'* (14). 


It was neither the first nor the last time the socialist and labor movements in Rom- 
nia exposed the nefarious role of the two surrounding absolutist empires (Habsburg 
and Czarist) in the peoples’ struggle for their national-state unity and their free 
and sovereign existence. The Romanian socialists had not forgotten the highly signi- 
ficant historical coment made by Friedrich Engels in his letter of 1888 to Ioan Ne- 
dejde, director of the Marxist journal CONTEMPORANUL, to the effect that the problem 
of uniting the Romanians and the other oppressed peoples could not be solved as long 
as the two absolutist empires existed, and that the defeat of one of those empires 
and the victory of the other would be a constant threat to the very existence of 
those peoples. Fr. Engels pointed out on the same occasion that only the simultane- 
ous downfall of both the multinational empires would permit the 

pressed peoples and the national unification of some states or 
others. In the light of that prediction the Romanian socialists took a firm stand 
against the policy promoted by the Austro-Hungarian and Czarist empires, expressing 
their complete confidence that the objective factors of the peoples’ development and 
their advance on the path of progress would ultimately lead to fulfillment of their 
ideal of national liberation. 


By the end of the last century the publications and works published by the socialist 
movement were exposing the expansionist tendencies of the great empires at the time 
and their bad effects upon the peoples who were the objects of their territorial par- 
tition. As a work published in 1897 in the Library of the daily LUMEA NOUA, the cen- 
tral press organ of the PSIMR -Democratic Workers Party of Romania/, pointed 
out, "Russia has always wa to lay ite hands on our countries, Wallachia and Mol- 
davia." The same work went on to discuss the Romanian people's historic past, 
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stressing the sufferings caused 


by ola 

land by other peoples driven by the desire tv expand. The discussion began with the 
Russo-Turkish “War in 1711, going on to the 

pires, every one of which had dreadful effects upon the Romanian lands. "In 1877- 
1878 Russia started a war against Turkey on the ground that it wanted to deliver the 
Bulgarians as faithful Christians from 

weak that it almost had to turn back in defeat at the hands of the hastily mobilized 

the 


Turkish army. Only 
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sians... ‘when he was cornered by Osman Pasha at Plevna, the grand duke telegraphed 
Prince Carol I of Rumania: "Christendom is lost. In God's mame cross the Dambe un- 
der any circumstances...' In return for all those sacrifices... t 
affliction and harm. The Romanians told the world of the injusti 
done them, but in vain" (15). 


lood shed by 
the Romanian and Russian soldiers were a landmark in the history of relations between 
the Romanian people and the Russian people. WNicolae Ceausescu, president of 

ist Romania, pointed out that "During this great war of critical importance 

cause of the Balkan peoples' freedom and independence, a strong soli 

aderie were formed between the Romanian and Russian troops, and the old historic 
friendship between the two peoples was developed even further. The fa 

there were always close ties between the democratic, progressive forces in the 
countries in spite of the Czarist empire's policy and in opposition to it. These re- 
lations were to take on a new content with the development of the revolutionary labor 
movement in both countries, with the consolidation of class solidarity between the 
Romanian and Russian proletariat, and with the struggle for the victory of the Octo- 
— and the defense of the young Soviet state and for progress and peace” 
1 * 


The expansionist policy of the great empires, so strikingly revealed by the PSIMR, 
continued to concern its direct successor, the PSD, reorgarized in 1910. Its central 
publications and various socialist militants at assemblies or meetings decried "the 
Austrian empire's rapacious desires” (17) at the expense of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
"the rapacious policy of Austria and Russia, who did not shrink from trading in the 
peoples' ts and freedoms" (18), the "traditional perfidious policy of Austrian 
diplomacy” (19), and "the great empires' attempts at economic and political expansi- 
on and domination overthe small countries in their immediate vicinity” (20). 


Confident of the revolutionary power of its own people as well as other peoples, the 
Romanian revolutionary movement sympathized with any manifestation of revolt on the 
part of populations under foreign rule, seeing in them the signals of the storm that 
would lead to the disappearance of the multinational monarchies. As ROMANIA MUNCI- 
TOARE for 6 November 1905 generalized, "These uprisings mark the beginning of the 
political liquidation of the csarist empire, accompanied by the social dislocation 
of the hateful regime" (71). 


In the full course of World War I the Romanian socialists foresaw the imminent down- 
fall of the czarist empire. "While it cannot be said, at least for the time being, 
that the war will bring the revolution upon any one of the other belligerent coun- 
tries, that is becoming more and more probable, one might say more certain, in the 
case of Russia" (77). 
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As the RCP Program points out, the acquisition of state independence in 1877, to 
which the Romanian labor movement also contributed, "lent a new and powerful impetus 
to Romania's socioeconomic development and profoundly affected its entire historical 
evolution on the path of social progress, enabling the Romanian people to assert them 
Selves more and more strongly as an independent nation” (23). 


The results the Romanian people obtained in the way of economic and social-political 
development after 1877 proved the importance of achieving national sovereignty and 
independence, which opened up new prospects for the evolution of Romanian society. 


Along with Romania's overall development, the Romanian labor movement considerably 
broadened its field of activity, gradually asserting itself as the social-political 
force with the most advanced view of the vital problems that were concerning all Ro- 
manians, New principles based on the indisputable truth that the will of a people to 
be united, free and independent overcomes any obstacle, as the previous history of 
the Romanians had made abundantly clear, were to amplify the Romanian labor movements 
efforts on behalf of that ideal. 


The Romanian labor movement's entire theoretical and practical activity at the end of 
the 19th century and the beginning of the next strikingly indicated that its objec- 
tives were confined to the Romanian people's major interests. 


The problem of the struggle for national emancipation was soundly substantiated in 
the program documents and in the writings of leading militants of the proletarian po- 
litical party in all stages of its development, and they strongly opposed foreign do- 
mination and solemnly proclaimed the inalienable and inviolable right of the Romanian 
nation, as well as all nations, to a free and independent existence. From the draft 
program of the socialist circles written in 1880 to the first Marxist program in Ro- 
mania, published in 1886, and the program documents of the PSDMR, the PSD, the Soci- 
alist Party and the Commnist Party, the Romanian labor movement went through 4 peri- 
iod of analysis and fruitful activity, one of investigation and formulation of prin- 
ciples that would best answer the questions facing the Romanian people. 


In this period the socialist journals and dailies BESARABIA, DACIA VIITOARE, EMANCI- 
PAREA, SACEALA, CONTEMPORANUL, LUMEA NOUA, ROMANIA MUNCITOARE and LUPTA entered me- 
morable pages of great theoretical significance in Romanian journalism in the broad 
campaign on behalf of the cause of the Romanian nation and its historic rights to the 
Romanian territories seized by force of arms by the great empires. Confident of the 
Romanian people's revolutionary energies and their capacity and power to resolve dif- 
ficult situations, the socialist press and the militants of the labor movement, who 
were devoting their writing to the constant service of the cause of their compatri 
ots, expressed their confidence in the achievement of the Romanian people’ 
unity. "We have escaped the descendants of Soliman and we shall succeed in 
Transylvania, our sister, from the descendants of Attila! Is this 

ble or is it only the dream of deluded youth? I shall say that if justice has any 
power on this earth, Transylvania and the other regions of the old Dacia where Roman- 
ians are in the majority must be and will be joined sooner or later to the Romanian 
state” (2). Those were the words of vigorous optimism written by one of the social- 
ist publications of the time. Edited by Mihail N. Saulescu, C. Mille, Gr. Maniu, 

Al. Badarau, V. Gh. Mortun, Vintila C. A. Rosetti et al., DACIA VIITOARE was publish- 
ed in Paris beginning 1 February 1883 and then in Brussels from the sixth issue on, 
with the mission of militating for "national unity" and for "a Romania from the Da- 
nube to the Tisza." 
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In this stage of its development the socialist movement already sympathized with 
Romanian people's sufferings and emphatically expressed the view that no sacrifi 
including the supreme one, could deter it from the resolute struggle to free the 
patriots long under the foreign yoke. As the program article in the daily SACBALA 
for 79 January 188 said with patriotic fervor, "Any promise is as sacred to us as 
the most binding oath that a Romanian can take, the oath upon the memory and ashes 
of our Romanian ancestors! ... We shall fight to the last drop of 


our beloved country strong and respected by all!" 


Feeling that every people had the right to self-—determinsation, the socialist mili- 
tants declared their “sympathy with any movement or event favoring a national unifi- 
cation” (25). They believed "A fragmented nation is condemned to inability to devel 
op the material, intellectual and spiritual resources that it possesses" (26). 


gg 


The Program of the PSD in Romania, ratified in 1910 (27) and expressing the will of 
the entire party and all Romanian workers, also declared itself flatly against any 
national subjugation. Many leading militants of the PSD, as well as members of the 
socialist organizations of Romanians abroad, supported and soundly substantiated in 
their writings the Romanian people's right to be sole masters in their own country. 


Thus Zamfir C. Arbore argued that the evolutionary trend of the Buropean peoples was 
"not toward invasion or annihilation of the nations” but "toward national autonomy 
and free development of vhe national spirit® (28). Teodor Iordachescu firmly de- 
clared himself for "union with the other brothers” (29) and N. D. Cocea came out for 
liberation of Transylvania so that Romania could restore "the lost borders of its 
territorial integrity” (30). 


The writings of the Marxist theorist Constantin Dobrogeanmu-Gherea as well as the 
speeches, articles, studies and papers of Cristian Racovski, Alexandru Nicolau et al. 
were fully indicative of their authority in the labor movement. C. Dobrogeam-Gherea 
thoroughly demonstrated the Romanians' historic right to national liberation and un- 
ity. In his work "War or Neutrality," printed in 191), he made the following theore- 
tical points among others: "Then what are the elements that compose a people, what 
are the absolutely indispensable and vital requirements for their existence? They 
are first of course the language, and then the national consciousness, the sense of 
cultural, moral, spiritual and ethnic unity. Those are essential factors and require- 
ments for the formation and life of a people... Poland is broken and partitioned 
among three different states and does not exist as an independent country, but there 
is a strong consciousness of a single people in Poland, an awareness of cultural, mo- 
ral and ethic unity, and consequently there is no doubt that this consciouness will 
be followed sooner or later by the restoration of Poland as a single country in one 
way or another and in one form or another. 


"If an independent country and people like Romania has part of its people under for- 
eign rule and it is trying to unify its country and people, the latter unification 
is the most important because it presuppose. and entails the necessity, awareness 
and existence of the cultural, moral, ethi« «nd spiritual unity” (31). 


In an address to the preat socialist meeting organized at the Roman Arenas in Buchar- 
est in June 1915 in support of the struggle for national liberation of the Romanians 
in the occupied provinces, Cristian Racovski stated in reference to Transylvania that 
"No law, and still less a socialist one, can accept the legitimacy of Hungarian rule. 
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And no Hungarian victory, however brilliant and decisive it may be, can erase from 
history the Transylvanian Romanians' right to freedom and independence. By no means 
must Transylvania, and we socialists say this loudly and clearly as we have always 
said it, accept the idea that it is to remain under the rule of the Hungarian oli- 


garchy* (32). 


Alexandru Nicolau pointed out in his turn that "in the many territories seized by 
force" the conquered populations were without national rights, 4 fact that turned the 
socialists against territorial annexations. Concerning the Transylvanian problem the 
author commented, "As socialist we cannot accept the rule of the Hungarian oligarchy 
in Transylvania. The Romanians there have the right to the fullest freedom and inde- 
pendence. We recognize this right of the German, Hungarian, Serbian, Rutuenian and 
Jewish minorities" (33). 


There are many other expressions of the Romanian socialists’ stands on the national 
problem, including the press campaign of the Romanian socialist circles in the United 
States belonging to the Federation of Romanian Socialists in America in support of 
aa ee rr 
ies" . 


In connection with this extensive theoretical support of the Roranian nation's inali- 
enable right to unity and independence, in 1912 tlie PSD leadership organized large 
meetings and demonstrations in Bucharest and the provinces, at which Gheorghe Cris- 
tescu, Cristian Racovski and others spoke, in honor of the struggle of the Romanians 
in the occupied territories and in protest against the seizure of historic Romanian 


Executive Committee on this 
event made the point that every man and every people mst 
and according to the customs of their ow genius" (35) as 
that was objectively fulfilled by human society's historical evolution iteelf. 
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The Romanian population under the oppressive yoke of the Austro-Hungarian Expire and 
the zarist empire was subjected to a har’ n regime of forced denationalization. More 
than once the Romanians rose to fight for liberation from foreign rule and for union 
with the motherland. All these demonstrations, which indicated the continuity and 
progress of their revolutionary struggle, enjoyed from the start the massive support 
of the political and trade organisations of the Romanian proletariat. The labor 
press and the socialist militants exposed and emphatically condemned the denationali- 
zation measures instigated by the Austro-Hungarian and czarist authorities in the 
conquered territories, expressing full solidarity with the Romanians there and with 
their bitter and heroic struggle. Note that the political organizations of the Rom- 
rian workers in the occupied territories, despite inmumerable difficulties, played 
an active part in supporting, encouraging and organising the Romanians' national re- 
sistance movement and in channeling it on a firmly offensive course. The press of 
the Romanian labor organizations in Transylvania, heavily censored by the Austro- 
Hungarian authorities, contained many proofs of the active presence of the idea of 
national liberation cleverly interlarded in the columns of the newspapers and jour- 
nals. Under those circumstances the idea of the workers unity, frequently encount- 
ered in the writings of the socialist journalists in Transylvania, the Banat and 
Bucovina, took on the broad sense of the wish for unificat‘on of the entire Romanian 
people within their ancient borders. The "Social-Dem cratic Romanian Broth- 





ers" launched by the editors of the daily ADEVARUL (36) said, "The time has come for 
us to pather together to be as one, for otherwise we are lost from the face of the 
earth." 











Militants of the PSD in old Romania and leading representatives of the Romanian work- 
ers organizations across the Carpathians and of the socialist circles of Romanians 
abroad consistently condemned the Austro-Hungarian authorities’ repressive measures 
against the Romanian population such as stagine trials of the leaders of the national 
movement and the socialist journalists and militants, jailing some of then, censoring 
amd prohibiting journals and newspapers, fining the editors of the Romanian press, 
prohibiting use of the Romanian language in public institutions and schools, breaking 
up political demonstrations and meetings, preventing development of workers trade un- 
ions etc. (37). “Every day the newspapers regardless of political persuasion decry 
and stigmatize the Hungarian politicians who are persecuting and oppressing the Rom- 
rians in Hungary, and for good reason the arbitrariness of the Hungarian 

is to be condemned by the entire civilised world,® it said in ROMANIA MUNCITOARE for 
13 August 1909. 


The resolution approved by the Circle of Romanian Socialist Workers in Erie Pennsyl- 
varia at the meeting protesting the policy of the Tieza goverment on 25 October 1906 
said, "We protest and condemn the conduct of that bad toward the non-Hun- 
garian nationalities and especially (toward) the Romanian workers... We protest all 
Te * We send you encouragemeit to fight 
ONe ce” = 


The socialist press in old Romania informed public opinion that upon the 

the Romanians in Chisinau it must intercede in the Dum “on behalf of the 2 million 
Romanians ... who are not allowed to have Romanian schools and are prevented from 
holding religious services in their ancentral language" (39). 


The militants of the Romanian labor movement realised the importance of informing in- 
ternational public opinion about their historic past, their situation at the time and 
their resolve to fight by all means and most resolutely for the ideal of unification 
on a mational scale. They set forth their stand on the Romanian people's vital pro- 
blems at length at international demonstrations 

and other major Buropean centers and through the press or directly in 

with various representatives of political and cultural life in various states. 
27 September 1908 a conference was organized in Vienna of representatives 


pressed peoples in the Austro-Hungarian Expire, which was attended by George 
vici on behalf of the Romanians. In his speech the 
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all more than 3 million of our blood brothers are living 
yoke of an unprecedented bondage. We Romanians suffer the 
to four parts under four masters and we find this fate hard 


sé 
$ 
2 
a 
# 
: 
7 


During the discussions at the Socialist Congress in 

Grigorovici greeted the pa: ticipants in the name of the Romanian prole 
ing out the danger that "Romania will be sacrificed to 

sian imperialism” (11). 
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In Paris, Vienna, Berlin, Brussels or various U.S, cities the emigre Romanian social- 
ists, organized in the Group of Romanian Socialist Workers in Paris, the Association 
of Romanian Workers in Vienna, the Federation of Romanian Socialists in America etc., 
and the socialist students studying in various European capitals sent messages of en- 
couragement to their oppressed brothers and demonstrated the Romanians’ right to m- 
tional unity and freedom to public opinion in the countries where they were. 














The entire proletariat's struggle for national unity, intensified toward the outbreak 
of World War I, was strongly supported by the permanent and close ties between the 
workers in Romania and those in the territories under foreign rule. 


Those ties, in the form of moral and material support to the workers political and 
trade organizations in Transylvania, the Banat and Bucovina, mutual pserticipation in 
various demonstrations organized in old Romania and the provinces under foreign occu- 
pation, joint representation of the Romanian proletariat at international socialist 
congresses and conferences, exchange of delegations, correspondence, socialist liter- 
ature, the press and orators on 1 May and in electoral campaigns and other political 
events, were manifested in the formation and application of a uniform operational pro- 
gram. The press organs published in old Romania like VIITORUL SOCIAL or CALEMNDARUL 
MUNCII were designed to serve the interests of all Romenian labor. The first issue 
of the theoretical journal VIITORUL SOCIAL, published in Iasi beginning August 1907 
announced that it was to become "the Romanian-language organ of socialists in all 
countries," recruiting regular contributors in Transylvania, Bucovina and Moldavia 
between the Prut and the Dniester (2). CALEMNDARUL MUNCII, intended to serve the 
movement in Bucovina and Transylvania, was also for such purposes. 


Old Romania was also a refuge for its sons who were fleeing the persecution of the 
Austro-Hungarian and Czarist authorities, ani they con<dmed their activity there, 
maintaining close and regular contacts with the Romanian socialists in the occupied 
territories, including Tiron Albani, Ioan Cretu, Zamfir Arbore, Nicolae Codrearm et 
al. 


The variety and intensity of the ties between the Romanian proletariat in the oppres- 
sed territories and that in old Romania graphically illustrate the workers' national 
consciousness and their ardent desire to unite all Romanians in one free and inie- 

perdent state. These ties lent an added consistency to the initiatives of the Tran- 
sylvarian, Bucovinan and Moldavian socialists in defense of the national rights of 

the Romanian population in the occupied provinces. In 1910 G. Grigorovici, the first 
Romanian social-democratic deputy in the Parliament in Vienna, succeeded with the aid 
of the social-democratic parliamentary faction in Vienna in introducing special pro- 
visions for Bucovina in the trade treaty with Romania, namely abolition of passports 
for Romania and lower postal rates for correspondence, newspapers, books and printed 
matter, in addition to general aids to trade between Austria and Romania. The last 
of those provisions was to facilitate the cultural exchanges between the Romanians in 
Bucovina and those in the kingdom. (13). 


In the period before the outbreak of World War I the aggravated contradictions among 
the great European imperialist powers compelled the socialists and the working class 
in Romania to examine all aspects of the resulting situation clearly and realistical- 
ly. A 1915 publication stated that it was the proletariat's duty to defend ite coun 
try against the invaders. “If Romania is threatened by foreign aggression, we soci- 
alists will do our duty not with resignation but with the clear consciousness of com 
mitting no violation of our principles® (li). This recognized the correctness of 

wars of national defense and liberation as the only just wars, waged by peoples vic- 


who strongly condemned wars of plunder and invasion, C. Dobrogeam-Gherea declared, 
"Social-democracy favors other wars with all energy and resolve, such as wars of li- 
beration, wars of the invaded against the invaders, and civil or revolutionary wars 


waged by the subjugated and oppressed classes against the oppressors” (15). 
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Although the clouds of war were gathering and auguring new sufferings for the Romani- 
ams, the labor movement did not for a moment cease to affirm its belief in the union 
of all Romania's sons within the natural borders in the independence and sovereignty 
of the fatherland. Constantin Dobrogeam-Gherea wrote 


and can be no question about that. Ina country with the misfortune to have part of 
its body under foreign rule, its unification is a common desire of all citizens (46). 
In his turn M. Gh. Bujor concluded, "Nations are national and historical frameworks 

for development of the peoples. An existence of ite own has been established within 
those frameworks for every nation, with its traditions, ite spiritual life, its ide- 
als and its civilization as a precious and indispensable element in the concord of 

general civilization. In this sense the nations are necessary , because under the 

present circumstances it is only within these frameworks that the peoples can freely 
and fully develop all their originality and creative power. That is one, but clearly 
not the only one, of the reasons why social-democracy opposes partition of establish- 
ed countries, fragmentation of peoples and suppression of their national existence*® 


new Calvary, of years of 


categories and political convictions could be called traitors and consequently arres- 
ted and condemned.# 


In August 1916 after 2 years of neutrality the Romanian govermment joined the Intente, 
which promised to satisfy the desire for the single Romanian national state to a great 
extent after the victory. In 


with intentions of conquest and annexation but out of the desi 
keen aspirations to unification, freedom and independence. As 
pointed out, "Although World War I was imperialistic, the Romanian people did not 
participate in it with intentions of conquest and territorial annexation... The Ro- 
manian people's keen aspirations to unity were reflected by the political declarati- 
ons of the time, the massive public demonstrations held throughout the country on 
that occasion, and especially by the unbounded enthusiasm with which the Romanian 
troops were welcomed in Transylvania by the masses of the entire population. Many 
citizens both in contemporary Romania and in Transylvania and Bucovina under Habsburg 
rule enlisted voluntarily, asking for the opportunity to fight for the cause of the 
nation as a whole” (18). 


In the course of the effort of the entire people, who rose to fight for the defense 


’ 
of the nation's independence and for the union of all Romanians within the same state 
borders, an outstanding part was played by the heroic 
the leadership of its political party. In 


a moving manifesto of the PSD addressed 











The years 1917-1915 marked historic victories for the ideas of 
in the world. The last empires in Europe, veritable prisons of the peoples, di 
peared and were replaced by new states that strongly asserted their right toa 
and independent existence. In noting this process SOCIALISMUL for 17 November 
said, "Once there was a Russian Epire!l in less than a year all that was more reac- 
ticmary, more oligarchic and more ugly has collapsed. That which appeared strength- 
ened by the weight of centuries has fallen before the need of change. Peoples num- 
bering hundreds of millions, half of Burope, with aspects of civilization have lent 
a new color to the state structures by reforming the old forms of government." 


The mational liberation movement was according.y amplified and considerably streng- 
thened in the occupied Romanian territories as it received the decisive contribution 
of the proletariat. 


In Moldavia east of the Prut, the first of the Romanian territories long under for- 


tion of the local and regional national committees, and especially that of the Nati- 
omal Council as it was on the day of voting on unification with the motherland, en- 

phatically indicated that the representatives of the revolutionary and labor organi- 
zations were in a large proportion, for 38 of the 150 delegates represented the coun- 
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contribution to the unification. Delegates of the 
gress of the population's representatives in Bucovina that decided to join Romania on 


A telling contribution to the preparation and establishment of Transylvania's union 
with Romania was made by the Central Romanian National Council, organised 
clalists' initiative anid composed equally of six representatives each of 
the PNR /Romanian National in Transylvania, as follows: Tiron Albani (carpen- 
ter), Tosif Jumanca (printer), Ioan Flueras (coachbuilder), Enea Grapini 

Sazilu Surdu (metallurgist) and Iosif Renoiu (metallurgists on behalf of the PSD, 
and Tuliu Maniu, Theodor Mihail, Dr Aurel Vlad, Dr Al. Vaida, St. Ciceo-Pop,and Dr 
Aurel Lazar on behalf of the PNR (51). Throughout Transylvania national guards and 
councils were formed which included representatives of the working class in most ca- 
ses. 
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The formation of the CNRC /Central Romanian National Council/ as an organ represent- 

ing the interests of the Romanian population as well as a central authority for the 

efforts toward national emancipation met with the unanimous support of the Transylve- 

mian proletariat (52). Expressing this support, the daily ADEVARUL, the central or- 

a =) = =» Sa said, "The entire Romanian people are supporting the 
- The Romanian workers declare that they are 


i 
; 
: 
i 
, 


antry" (53). 
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"Brasov. we belong to the County Romanian National Council. Give us instructions on 
cooperation with the CNRC" (5). Victor Bratfaleam, secretary of the local social- 


democratic organization, signed this telegran. 


The CNRC played an important part in mobilizing the revolutionary energies of the 
working masses in Transylvania and the Banat. The Transylvanian socialists thought 
the unification with Romanian t not only of the objective laws of 





convene a great assembly of the masses i 
unite that historic Romanian province wi 
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The Transylvanian socialists’ contribution evement - 

1918 was also noted on other important levels. Iocan Milut was assigned the mission 
of informing the CNRC from Budapest of the developments in Hungary, in order to coun- 
teract the attempts to check the Transylvanian Romanians’ national force. 
Iosif Receam was assigned to report that the Romanian units in 
the oath of loyalty to the Romanian tricolor, and Ion Flueras was to th 
representatives of the Hungarian goverment to make extra trains available to the de- 
legates who were coming to Alba Iulia (56). 


PSD representatives such as Enea Grapini, Tosif Jumanca and Ion Flueras (57) partici- 
pated along with PWR representatives in the negotiations in Arad with emissaries of 
the Hungarian government beginning on 13 November 1918 (58). Some PSD members like 
Iosif Renoiu made an extensive effort to prepare and organize the masses to attend 
the Alba Iulia Assembly. He organized the Bocsa Romana Romanian Na 9 
chaired the assemblies to elect the delegates to the great forum of the Romanian po- 
pulation in Transylvania in the commmnities of Ocna de Fier, Dognecea, Zarnesti and 
Sebes, and headed the Bocsa delegation to Alba Iulia (59). 
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Many socialist militants played an important part in organizing the national guards, 
maintaining order, defending the peaceful population from the Hungarian guards’ at- 
tacks etc., including the action of Lt Marian Dreghici, chief of the Romanian Nati- 
omal Guard in Ocna Mures and a notable member of the PSD section ani the trade union 
in the comunity, who freed the Cucerdea CFR /Romanian Station and the 
Communities of Vintul de Sus, Aiud ani Miraslau, which had been occupied by armed 
groups of Szeklers to prevent the delegates and misses of Romanians from coming to 
Alba Iulia. After the fighting was over Lt Dreghicil departed at the head of a colum 
of delegates for the citadel of the first Romanian unification (60), which was accom 
plished in the reign of Mihai Viteasul the Unifier. 





A few days before the Great Assembly at Alba Iulia and after the GIRC stated its stand 
on nmational-state unity, the Transylvanian social-democrats stated their attitude pub- 


licly. 


ADEVARUL pointed out, "The Romanian PSD in Hungary and Transylvania is based upon the 
peoples’ right to free self-determination and entirely agrees with the CHRC, which 
demands corplete freedom for the Roranians in former Hungary. We have suffered 
enough, ve have borne the shameful yoke of national slavery for centuries on end, ve 
have been servants of others long enough, we have lived in poverty, ignorance and 


on of all Romanians is one 
people through unification 
and happiness will be open." In this way the labor movement again proved ite pro- 
found devotion to the principle of self-de 
service to the Romanian people's determined struggle for national-state unity. 
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the Transylvanian labor delegates held a conference at which a resolution was pro- 
posed on the necessity of achieving the unity of the Romanian people within a free, 
independent and democratic state. The resolution said that Romanian social-—democracy 
"wishes and even maintains for its part that the entire Romanian people everywhere 
will form and unite in an independent state wherein they will secure their develop- 
phd p ogre Rok —— 
the Romanian intellectual and physical capacities® (61). 


In their turn the organized workers in old Romania, on the eve of the historic assen- 
bly, made a point of expressing their full support of the great act concluding the 
of achieving nationsl-state unity. “Great Romania! Is there anyone who 
not wish it? Will there be anyone who rejects it?” SOCIALISWL, whi 
lished in Bucharest, quite rightly wondered. It went on to say, “The workers wi 
book learning will swell the ranks (of the Socialist Party -- our mte) and the in- 
tellectuals .... will disseminate their knowledge to advantage. tpn had 
lations steeled in centuries-long struggles for the freedoms and th: good life wi 
help to regenerate the people in the motherland* (62). 


On 1 Decerber 1918 over 100,000 Romanian citizens, workers, peasants, tradesmen and 
intellectuals, assembled on the field of Horea ani resolved to unite Transylvania 
with Romania in a unanimous and inspiring decision. The 1,226 delegates from the 


Party, which had about 70,000 members and was the most active force in the struggle 
for unification. The soclal-democratic delegates represented the party's central 
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bodies as well as the socialist sections or groups in Arad, Brasov, Deva, Lugoj, 
Orastie, Rodna Veche, Turda, Timisoara, Sacarimb (63) etc. 


The assembly approved the historic Alba Iulia Declaration, drafted by the representa- 
tives of all the social-political forces in Transylvania and the Barat, and elected 
the Grand National Council, composed of 150 members and out of which the Directing 
Council was formed. Because of their part in accomplishing the historic act at Albs 
Iulia the social-democrats held important poste in both political bodies, which were 
to bring Transylvania temporarily to complete economic, sdministrative and legisla- 
tive unification with Romania. They had 30 members in the first body and Ican Fluer- 
as amd Iosif Jumanca ranking as ministers in the second one. 


At ites first meeting, held 2 days after the historic assembly, the Grand National 
Council sent a telegram to King Ferdinand of Romania saying, among other things, "The 
national assembly of the Romanians in Transylvania, the Banat and the Hungarian Land 
(Crisama -- our note) held at Alba Iulia, the glorious citadel of Mihaiu Viteazul, 
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Romania's unification opened the era of profound structural changes in Romanian soci- 
ety, accelerated its socioeconomic progress and lent more impetus to the political 
presence of the working masses, who the 
torical conditions to solve the basic 
own aims and the major interests of the 
in 1915 represented the will of a ma 
the aggressive policy of the great expires and whi 
time, had kept unchanged ite ideal of 
Client Dacia, free and independent. 


The Romanian proletariat clearly expressed 

soon as it was accorplished, and on def 

dence. In the daily SOCIALISMUL's editorial 

decision at Alba Iulia the socialists in old Romania warmly welcomed the Romanian 
people's epochal achievement: "On 1 December the Great National Assembly at Alba 
Tulia proclaimed the merger of the Romanian people in Transylvania, the Banat and 
the Hungarian Lands in one Romanian state and their union with Romania. 


"The resolution approved by the National Assembly proclaims ‘complete freedom for 
all national minorities’ as the basic principle of the new Romanian state. 







"That freedom is very broed and gives proof that those who have cast off the yoke of 
foreign oppression do not know how to eee The new Romanian 
state is founded on the broadest democratic neiples ... 


. 


pri 
"Today we send our greetings to the workers organised in the new Romanian state 
across the mountains, calling upon 
ia. 
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the 
"The socialist movement must be strengthened and united against the Romanian bour- 
gecisie's power strengthened by the unification. We intend to form a single social- 
ist Party in the territory from the Dniester to the Tisza" (65). 
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The changes made in the social-political structure of the postwar world and the crea- 
tion or restoration of some national states (Poland, Osechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Ro- 


maria) on the ruins of the multinational empires had the immediate effect of mking 














the working masses and especially the proletariat very active in the political arena. 
Extensive social restructuring took place, the balance of political power shifted, 
and there was a contimous process of radicalization of the working masses due to the 
intensified and -xpanded class contradictions of the first postwar years. 


A similar process took place in Romania, where the working class and other exploited 
social forces wanted the unification of the Romanian state to be accompanied by radi- 
cal social-political reforms that would lead to improvement of the masses' living and 
working conditions and to democratization of state activity. Since the bourgeoisie 
were in control of the Romanian state, they used national unity to consolidate their 
own class positions, bringing about partial solution of the social problems and aggra- 
vating the contradictions between them and the working masses. 


But the fact should be noted that the bourgeoisie, even in this situation, continued 
for a while to play a certain progressive role, particularly in the form of defense 
of national state unity. As Nicolae Ceausescu points out, "To try to contest the 
correctness of establishing single national states on the ground that this process 
went on under bourgeois leadership is to ignore the historical facts, which demon- 
strate the progressive role performed in a certain historical period by that class in 
social development and in liquidating the feudal system and the absolutist states. 


"Despite their class limitations the bourgeoisie unquestionably played an important 
part in achieving Romania's national unity and served the objective requirements of 
historical development. At the same time it should be pointed out that the decisive 
role in achieving unity was played by the proletariat, who asserted themselves more 
and more effectively in the political arena of society, by the labor and socialist 
movement, and by the masses of the peasantry, who associated the unification with the 
hope of both national and social liberation” (73). In connection with the achieve- 
ment of the single national state, the stand taken by the working class and the poli- 
tical and occupational labor organizations indicated, as it did at all critical 
points in the Romanian people's history, complete understanding of the developmental 
stage reached by Romanian society and the major requirements of Romania's evolution 
on the path of economic and social-political progress. As long as Romania's conform 
ity to the new historical trends was firmly supported, the struggle for revolution- 
ary reform of Romanian society was of an uncompromising nature, with the sole purpose 
in the workers' eyes of victory over the ruling classes. The proletariat, whose po- 
wer and militance had increased rapidly, took the same stands of support of the peo- 
ple's unity and its consolidation as objective factors for the Romanian nation's pro- 
gress and evolution, but they were firm in the effort to drive the bourgeoisie, whose 
role was conskdered ended, from power and to construct a society serving the inter- 
ests and aspirations of the working masses and the progressive development of Roman- 
ian society. 


In the view of the labor organizations, the national-state unity achieved in 1918 
would become permanent only when the proletariat, as representative of the entire Ro- 
manian people's interests and aspirations, seized political power and governed the 
destinies of the Romanian nation, 


The resolve with which the working class party acted at the time to solve tic major 
problems of Romanian society also originated to a great extent in its organizing po- 
wer and its influence upon the masses. It is noteworthy that the very representa- 

tives of the authorities at the time openly acknowledged the Socialist Party's power 











and even entered it on the "list" of government parties. It was a recognition, umpre- 
cedented in modern Romanian history, of the labor movement's place and role in Roman- 
ian society and of its great and decisive merits in accomplishing the people's unity. 
As one of the contemporary journalists noted, "We just wish to point out the import- 

ant conversion that has taken place in the Liberal Party's ranks regarding the inmport- 
ant part a socialist party will play in modern Romania's political affairs. The min- 
jster of interior himself, in the midst of his political partisans (representatives 

par excellence of private capital) has acknowledged that the Socialist Party is a go- 
vermment party! If this opinion of his is not an act of snobbery, then it is a strik- 
ing example of the swift progress of ideas in periods of ferment and change, since the 
official daily of the Liberal Party often and recently has categorically denied the 

necessity of class parties” (7k). 


As the revolutionary process developed, the socialist organizations more and more 
firmly expressed their wish to unite the whole labor movement in Romania. The confe- 
rences of the socialist organizations in Transylvania and the Banat in September 1919 
ami August 1970 as well as those of the socialist organizations throughout Romania in 
May and December 1919 were new and important steps toward complete unification of the 
labor movement in Romania. 


The power with which Romanian organized labor acted to centralize the proletarian po- 
litical and trade movement indicated the same wish to consolidate the single national 
state and was also the mature and highly responsible reaction of the Romanian prole- 
tariat to the achievement at the end of World War I. 


Analysis of the general evolution of Romanian society throughout the period between 
the wars strikingly reveals the important part played by the labor movement in deter- 
mining united Romania's internal structures, in its all-around and especially socio- 
economic progress, and in defense of its independence, sovereignty and integrity. 


Once national unity was accomplished it was necessary to consolidate the united Rom- 
mian state, and all forces of Romanian society were called upon to do so regardless 
of their political persuasion or opinions, There were times, as there would also be 
in the Romanians' battle to defend their own existence, that called for national co- 
herence and coordinated efforts to complete the construction of lasting foundations 
for Great Romaric. 


The labor movement's considerable contribution to consolidation of the single Romani- 
an state took the form of exemplary mobilization of the whole proletariat to restore 
the economy impaired by the war, support of the goverments between the wars in over- 
coming internal and external difficulties, and firm repulsion of any foreign attempts 
upon the nation's integrity and sovereignty. 


The socialist organizations favored and acted for “national industrial reorganization, 
employment of all labor forces and factories," bold promotion of technical progress, 
"production of producer goods and transport means, raw materials and fuel to enhance 
the legacy that will come to socialist society, solution of the agrarian problem in 
the spirit of social justice, democratization of politics, and civil rights and free- 
doms. 


The Romanian labor movement's stand is also illustrated by its moderation in critici- 
zing the central political authorities in these times of great stress and construc- 
tive effort. In justifying that attitude, the socialist movement pointed out that 
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in case of any other stand "not only the crown but the country itself would suffer, 
in view of the extremely difficult domestic situation and the future foreign one” 
(75). The labor organizations commented that this attitude, required to serve the na- 
tion, did not exclude opposition to the activity of the bourgeois political parties 
and their leaders and did not mean abandoning the struggle for revolutionary reform 
of Romanian society. 


Iosif Jumanca took a similar stand when he said, "One thing should be realized. To- 
day things are changing. A new state is being formed here. Any state is born with 
hardships. It is wrong t think that this critical condition will persist for centu- 
ries on end. The Directing Council is well disposed toward us and we should not beat 
upon an open door with a sledgehammer... Unrestricted agitation is not pernissible, 
although I wish it could be dome... We would have anarchy.” 


In this connection the socialist Leon Gheller's statement about the Romanian proleta- 
riat's role takes on the value of a symbol: "You are the only class that bears today 
on its shoulders and in its spirit all the work and responsibility for the construc- 
tion of the great and happy Romania of tomorrow" (76). 


Being concerned with the nation's economic restoration and acceleration of its socio- 
economic progress, the labor movement took a particular interest in this period in 
better organization of the productive process, its control and mavwgement, and in 
eliminating the disturbances that were interfering with ite progress. It is very sig- 
nificant that the workers councils, flexible organizational forms with many functions, 
were established in this period on the initiative of the masses of workers. These 
councils were recognized by the managements of some private enterprises and in the 
negotiations with the state organs. 


The formation of the workers councils became coordinated in the first months of 1919, 
until their operational regulations were drafted in November 1919 by the General 
Council of Trade Unions in Romania. 


Formed in the main enterprises throughout the country, the workers councils played an 
important role in securing efficient production in both private and state enterpris- 
es, a role recognized, moreover, even by the authorities. The workers council of the 
Ploiesti Orion Refinery, headed by the worker T. Pislaru, had definite functions in 
the production process and in relations between the workers and the administrative 
council of the enterprise. As SOCIALISMUL commented, the employers “recognized the 
workers council as good and necessary and accorded it... the management of the work 
as well as the power to adjudicate the conflicts that arose without the boss' inter- 
ference..." The council checked the workers' attendance, sanctioned violations of 
the work schedule, and judged the quality of the products. The same publication said, 
"The management no longer levied fines for absenteeism or negligent performance" (77). 


T. Pislaru, secretary of the council, was paid by the refinery's administration for 
performing his functions in that capacity. We consider it indicative of the Romani- 
an labor movement's influence that the secretary of the workers council had an office 
hung with portraits of Marx, Engels and Gherea in the administration building of the 
enterprise (78). 


The workers councils accordingly reflected the proletariat's direct participation in 
the entire nation's effort to restore the national economy, which effort was appreci- 
ated not only by some private enterprises but also by some state bodies. In the be- 
ginning of 1920, as the General Directorate of Railroads announced, a workers council 
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was to be formed in the Ministry of Transportation, to be composed of representatives 
of the railroad workers, the traffic and technical personnel, and the station chiefs 


(79). 


In the summer of 1920 the matter of the workers councils was also discussed by the 
» which appointed a special commission to study how they were to be “organ- 
ized by the state” in "all institutions under its administration" (80). 


Of course the workers councils' activity was not confined to the foregoing aspect, 
since they were also workers bodies that instructed the proletariat in matters of 
production management and organization in order to acquire some experience in that 
area, particularly necessary when political power was being taken over by the working 
Class. This aspect of the workers councils’ activity was well defined by their oper- 
ational regulations themselves and also by some leading militants of the Socialist 
Party in various writings.*#* 


The regulations stipulated, "In view of the historic role it is expected to perform 
in the future as leader of the socialized enterprises, the workers council must take 
ard interest in the progress and development of production in the exploiting enter- 
prises and especially the development and necessity of the mechanization to be intro- 
duced and materials necessary to obtain it, reception of the orders, the prices set 
etc., training of the technical personnel so essential to production, and recruitment 
for the organization of technical personnel from the present managements of the en- 
terprises such as engineers, chemists, managers... craftsmen etc." (81). 


Judging by the general activity of the working class party as a political unit repre- 
sentative of the major interests and aspirations of the whole Rcmanian nation, we 
must regard as quite realistic the opinion of the socialist militant Ion Sion, expres- 
sed in Moreni at the celebration of 1 May 1920 by the local trade union of petroleum 
workers: *... the Socialist Party's struggle is in the interest of the Nation® (82). 


Romania's economic recovery in a relatively short time (1916-1921), | surpassing the 
prewar levels of industrial and agricultural output in the main parameters beginning 
in 1924, was solely the result of the concerted effort of the proletariat and the pea- 
sant masses, who overlooked their own dissatisfactions caused by shortages and priva- 
tions and fully committed themselves to the united Romanian nation's effort to build 
lasting foundations for the fatherland. This merit was recognized, evidently as far 
as the ruling classes could do so, both by investing some leading militants of the 
Socialist Party with important political and administrative positions and by due pub- 
lic commendations of some politicians of the time. Thus Ioan Flueras and Iosif Ju- 
manca performed their activities during 1918 and 1919 as ministers on the Directing 
Council in Transylvania. It is appropriate to point out both socialist ministers’ 
important contribution to the solution of many problems in the fields of social wel- 
fare and industry while they were on the Directing Council (83). 





Some socialists like Oberlaender and T. Rozvan were communal councilors taking an ac- 
tive part in discussion and solution of important problems concerning the respective 
communities (in this case Cernauti) (8). 


During these years the political party of the working class logged a spectacular gain 
in the number of seats obtained in the legislative assemblies. In the parliamentary 
elections of 1919 and 1920 the Socialist Party obtained seven deputy seats and one 
senatorial seat and 20 deputy seats and three senatorial seats respectively. 
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The Socialist Party was and appeared as a powerful political force in postwar Romani- 
an society, of which the rulers of the time took some account. The proposal of the 
head of the rp vermment formed by the People's Party, General Averescu, that the Soci- 
alist Party aesignat- a representative to hold a ministerial portfolio is a noteworthy 
fact indicative of ti..s point.(85). 


Committed to the Romanian people's constructive effort to consolidate the united 
state, the labor movement promoted with the same consistency relations with internm- 
tional labo organizations and proletarian parties abroad, basing them on the princi- 
ples of respect for national independence and sovereignty as well as those of inde- 
pendent organization and political activity of the party of the working class in Ro- 
maria. 


Relations with the Comintern, established in the formative stage of that internation- 
al labor organization, were an important aspect in this connection and one that also 
brings out the Romanian labor movement's stand on the matter of the national-state 
unification in 1918 and on Romania's independence and sovereignty. Overlooking some 
manifestations that indicated from the very start that the Comintern took a peculiar 
view of its connections with the international communist and revolutionary movement, 
the Socialist Party in Romania openly and emphatically expressed its decision to join 
that international workers forum, 


Events in 1920, in connection with relations with the Comintern especially, striking- 
ly indicated the Romanian revolutionaries' patriotic position. As we know, in the 
summer of 1970 a delegation of Romanian socialists composed Gh. Cristescu, C. Popovici, 
E. Rozvan, I. Flueras, Al. Dobrogearm-Gherea ani D. Fabian visited Soviet Russia and 
held discussions with leaders of the Soviet State and members of the Executive Comnit- 
tee of the Comintern. 


Before they left Romania some members of the delegation were asked by representatives 
of the Romanian government to inquire of the Soviet authorities about the national 
treasure in Moscow and the situation of the Romanian prisoners in Russia. 


The Romanian socialists held discussions in Moscow with representatives of the Comin- 
tern and in Kharkov with Cristian Racovski, then people's commissar for the Ukraine. 
After a constructive phase the discussions took an unfavorable turn that led to their 
interruption and Ion Flueras' departure from Soviet Russia. 





The Comintern representatives accused the Romanian socialists of supporting the pro- 
cess of national-state unification, calling it "annexation" of "foreign" territories. 
They also leveled bitter reproaches at the Transylvanian socialists especially for 
supporting the consolidation of the single Romanian state, interpreting their pres- 
ence in the Grand National Council formed at Alba Iulia and in the Directing Council 
in Transylvania as "collaboration" with the bourgeoisie and abandonment of the prin- 
ciples of the class struggle. In connection with this point, Bukharin, a representa- 
tive of the Comintern leadership who was holding discussions with the delegation of 
Romanian socialists, stated the following in the meeting on 2); November 1920: "We re- 
ceived the Romanian delegation at the previous meeting with * and among the repre- 
sentatives were also those from Transylvania. We asked them various oe and 
among others some about the reasons that led them to taks part in the government. 
Today we received a declaration from Mr Flueras wherein he not only did not repent 
of his behavior but also brought quite scandalous reasons for this 
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We know that Mr Flueras' behavior is shameless and therefore we suggest that Mr Flu- 
eras leave the hall (that is, the meeting)" (86). 


Gh. Cristescu, C. Popovici and I. Flueras replied that the Romanian socialists had 
always supported the Romanian people's struggle for national unity and independence. 
In their view and in the view of the whole 
unity achieved in 1915 was the work of the entire people, which served to the greatest 
extent the vital necessities of their free and independent development. 


| 
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ment to a new and qualitatively higher level. As SOCIALISMUL for 9 May 1921 pointed 
out, "As successors of the old Socialist Party, we the Communist Party are beginning 
to organize and fight with all the fund of experience and lessons of a noble past." 


ee emeeeeet tae Demneree Salta?» Sten — 
oe ee ee Sr ee ee ee Commnist Party, 


than 
political emancipation. It expects us to set it an example of truly human morality." 


The RCP, the direct successor of the party of the working class formed in 1893, led 
the Romanian people's struggle for social liberation on to a higher level and tried 
selflessly to carry out the aim of revolutionary reform of Romanian society in the 
interest of the many (87). After the Great Congress of May 1921, which manifested 
the will of the Romanian working class to lend new impetus to the struggle for acqui- 
sition of political power by the proletariat and construction of socialist and conm- 
munist society, the revolutionary organizations made a vast and tireless effort to 
mobilize the masses for the struggle against the ruling classes and for defense of 
the nation's independence, sovereignty and integrity. 
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IMPORTANCE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR ALL CITIZENS 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 20, 20 Oct 81 pp 8-10 


[Article by Prof Dr Eng Marin Radoi, deputy sinister of education and tion: 
"Technical Education"; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in i 


[Text] The evolution of modern society and the very fast rate of development of sci- 
ence and technology require the reevaluation and defining of the concept of education 
in a new view. Until not long ago, one who had « basic sinisum of knowledge about 
world literature, was able to recite-—-sometizes without understanding fully—fros the 
verses of the world's great poets, was familiar with a few susical works and had had 
the chance to admire one or gore of the masterpieces of plastic art and in the field 
of architecture was considered an educated man, Under these conditions, education's 
characteristic dimension referred almost exclusively to the emotional area, and the 
access to such education had a unilateral and, sostly, limited character. 


The strong development of the production forces, especially in recent decades, sarked 
considerable progress. The output of sodern sachines and installations increased the 
people's productive power to proportions that sometimes enter the reals of 

tastic. All theese things led to deep changes in the economic structure and necessi- 
tated requirements regarding the quality of the work force and the general level of 
education. With such a high degree of development of the production forces, it be- 
came possible for the most imposing revolution in science and technology in mankind's 
millennia-long history to appear in the middle of the 20th century. 


At present, the concept of education has greatly expanded its sphere of inclusion 
from a quantitative viewpoint, as well as a qualitative one, requirirg not only the 
memorization of data that refer to history and literature but also o mcrete, practi- 
cal actions, connected with the production of material assets. It culd be said that 
knowledge of the modern discoveries of science and the ability of the people to use 
them practically have come to the forefront. In other words, education seans nov, in 
particular, the capacity to act in accordance with the requirements of sodern scien- 
tific, technical and cultural progress. It has thus become possible for us to speak, 
more than ever, of technical education in ite capacity of an essential component of 
education, as a basic requirement of the training of the man of our tines and as « 
leading concern of the school and of other connected fields. 


The Concept of Technical Education ap“ Creativity 


There is usually confusion in establishing the sphere of inclusion of the concept of 
technical education, it being limited--mgost of the time--to the acquisition of skills 
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that refer exclusively to individual training. But it cammot be asserted that « good 
technician, regardless of what field, capable of rapidly and accurately diagnosing 
any defect in technical apparatus, “commands” « technical education. Especially as 
many people in very different specialties can also have skills or mere technical 
abilities. In the ere of the metasciences, when the boundaries of the classic disci- 
plines have long since been shattered, the shape and composition of technical educa- 


tion are acquiring wholly new dimensions, going categorically beyond what is usually 
meant by “technical knowledge.” 


Technical education implies an understanding of the basic principles of the natural 
sciences and technology and of the mechanisms on which the basic processes of life 
are based. We can say that «a television repairman who mechanically performs high- 
quality current repairs without knowing the principles that govern the transzission 
of the picture by waves has good professional ications, that he has technical 
/xnowledge/, but he does not have a technical /education/ in the true sense of the 
wore. Which does not sean that there are not also repairmen who have a technical ed- 
wcation. The essential difference between the two categories of repairmen is that 
while the former performs, as a rule, sechanical operations that are repeated and, 
after a time, become a trade, the latter-—-even in the case of performing the same op- 
erations-—-relies on « scientific understanding of the sechaniss and its operating di- 
agram, It can be said that /creativity/, the capacity to know the scientific operat- 
ing mechanism and to take the respective diagram further, constitutes the essential 
dividing line between technical knowledge and technical education. 


The importance of scientific and technical gains and the necessity of consciously 
using them are pointed out in our party's documents. This explains the special ac- 
cent that is now being put on thoroughly sastering the basic disciplines that are 
taught in school, as well as the constant concern of the party and state for isprov- 
ing the training of the work force. 


Technical education cannot be reduced to sere storage of knowledge, gathered over 
time, in an arithmetic fashion. Its true sense consists of the utilisation, in the 
work process, of the laws that govern one or another of the branches of science, the 
use of them in « creative ganner, transforming the knowledge and technical education 
from « latent state into an active state. Life demonstrates that the technical edu- 
cation that remains mere inert “baggage,” a “stock” of technical knowledge without 
the proper practical utility, lacks any value. 


The rapid evolution of ecience and technology and the social and economic izplica- 
tions of their use in various countries are strikingly posing new problems, problems 
that the concept of education did not include at all or almost at all in the past. 

Of them, the problems of ecology, of environmental preservation and conservation, and 
knowledge about the technologies of the various branches of production can be sen- 
tioned. Ina broader sense, under the conditions in which, first and foremost, the 
problems of turning to a new, higher quality in all fields are being posed in our 
country, the concept of technical education includes—-necessarily--knowledge connect- 
ed with the laws of rapid growth in labor productivity and economic efficiency. o- 
gania's predominantly / we development in the 1961-1965 5-year period requires— 
as Comrade Nicolae Cea vinted out at the Second Congress of Working People's 
Councile--the people who 7s sipate in the production of material assets to have not 
mere technical knowledge, bui a high-level technical and economic education. 
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The information explosion, characteristic of each branch of the economy, and the new 
Giscoveries that are erising et very small intervals of time-—lately at intervals 
even smaller than « year--require the continual ssintenmance and the renewal of the 
technical education. The cultivation of the spirit of creativity, the only thing 
able to transform the /potential/ technical education into an /active/ technical edu- 
cation, useful to society, has a very important role in this regard. In the book 
"The Sociclogy of Science,” G. HB. Volkov states that “modern production is acquiring 
such a character that it seeds not so such the sechanical efforts of suscles 
creative efforts of gan.” And he continues by pointing out tis 
improving the work force “the knowledge gained by san represents an accumulated 
ay of such a potential that it is sot comparable to any of 
known, since this knowledge, this developed creative capacity of 
forces of nature and puts thes at the service of aan and society.” 


The Creation of the Attitudes of the Mind and of the Whole Busan Personality for 
Techno logy 


Although there is a great variety of educational systems, sometimes with radical dif- 
ferences from one country to another--depending on the degree of economic development 
and their social system——their concern for achieving a suitable technical education 
constitutes a common trait. Swch trends and concerns are connected with the necessi- 
ty of utilising the immense possibilities opened up by the scientific and technical 
revolution and with the imperatives of intensive economic development and of growth 
in economic efficiency. 


The law on education and instruction in our country stresses, azong the general prin- 
ciples on which school is based, the requirement of providing in education of all 
grades “a high level of scientific, technical and cultural training, polyqualifica- 
tion and the training of the pupils and students in broad lines, so that after gradu- 
ation they aay be rapidly and efficiently integrated into the production process and 
into socizl activity, gay fulfill in the best way the obligations that devolve upon 
them and, when necessary, can go from one specialty or activity to another.” 


In the view of our party and state, technical education constitutes an essential com- 
ponent of education, of the training of personnel with a broad sakeup, in close 
agreement with the requirements for the social and economic progress of the country. 
The technical education of the cenerations in the saking is conceived in close con- 
nection with the requirements .or the strong affirmation of the scientific and tech- 
nical revolution in our country, with the evolution of the 

force. The school, regardless of the branch for which the young people are being 
trained, offere--eandatorily--to a1] pupils and students the same volume of knowledge 
belonging to the basic disciplines (mathematics, physics, chesistry, bio 


The etructural changes in Romanian education in recent years have had as « basic co 
ordinate ite integration with production and scientific research, this also being an 
essential aspect of the formation of technical education. There is thus be‘ag ac- 
cented all the sore the obligation of the school to provide for the scientific and 
technical education of the young porson, the acquisition by his of the skills and the 
inclination to work in productive activity, developing hie creative spirit, his en- 
thusiasm for the new, so that, after finishing his studies, he can be rapidly inte- 
grated into the activity of production and of scientific and technological research. 
Only by having such training will the future graduates have the capacity to use well 
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the godern technology in the economy's possession and to theaselves contribute to the 
development of science and technology. Within the framework of the same require- 
ments, our educetion of all grades is oriented in the direction of supplying the m- 
pits ané students with sound knowledge in the field of the economic sciences, of the 
scientific management ani organization of production and labor, with a view to their 
active participation in the fulfillsent of the ecomomic and social tasks, in the con- 
tinval growth of efficiency in ail sectors of activity, in the whole work of sulti- 
lateral development of our socialist society. 


These orientations are part of the unitary, soderm and prospective view promoted by 
our party, «a view whereby society's development om the whole is indissolubly condi- 
tioned by the degree of instruction and education of each working person. From this 
come the gajor significance that technical education has and the extremely izportant 
role of the school in achieving it, taking into account the requirements of the sod- 
ern era, the evolution of scientific and technical progress. It has become almost an 
aziosw that the gan of today can no longer live without technology. His world means 
nature augeented by hie own creations, whose efficiency imposes « radical restructur- 
ing on man's personality, his psychology and intellectual ectivities, even his sorai 
universe. From all these things there follows the iasense importance of the effort 
of training whereby gan gust always be oriented with hie face toward the future. 


The current seaning of the word “technology” refers to the range of asaterial seans 
and engineering processes and to the aggregate of knowledge and action whereby man 
uses and adapts his environment and the energies that it contains. Technical educa- 
tion involves not only concrete knowledge of these elesents but also, in a broader 
sense, the creation of the attitudes of the sind and of the whole personality of san 
for the use of technology. 


No one can know everything nowadays. But what we can obtain through the educational 
process, in ite entirety, is the orientation of the young person toward the rational 
use of all his abilities with saxiaus effects, a programmed mobility of his sind, 
which gust be trained to learn continually. Mircea Malita spoke somewhere about “the 
learning of learning,” distinguishing it from learming pure and simple. By learning 
we would be dealing just with an invariable tranmemiesion of knowledge taken froe man- 
kind’s preexisting stock, while “the learning of learning” seans a special faculty of 
the human sind--namely that of devising new knowledge and of preparing for circum- 
stances that the past has not yet known. 


The leap that gan's personality sust sake is perhaps nowhere sore evident than in the 
field of technical education. While sodeling, for instance, is one of the sost effi- 
cient seane of knowledge nowadays, continually pushing beck the lisite of the known 
universe, basing ite efficiency precisely on the rigors imposed by research activity, 
we gust recognize in technical education an essential function in the very under- 
standing of the world. Can current research “techniques"——true torches thrown into 
the unknown in order to illuminate it and bring it closer to use--really be separated 
from the noble process iteelf of knowledge, the ome that provides dignity to the 
"thinking reed,” as a famous French philosopher said of san’ 


Technology is now « gajor field of knowledge iteelf, a form of action on the environ- 
ment that reflects social gan's whole personality, his setrivings and sepirations and 
his soral and epiritual universe. If that optimistic energy about which Tudor Vianu 
spoke is the besis for a)) cultural creation, how can we really conceive of 
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technology other than in the form of an extension of the will that arises from the 
belief in the possibility of attaining man's great goals. 


The overcoming by man of the state of ignorance and of overestimation of the forces 
of nature constitutes the general sense of these changes that technical education is 
producing. The multilaterally developed socialist society that we are forging in our 
country is creating premises for the full affirmation of man's creative powers, in 
which technical education participates essentially, along with and in close connec- 
tion with the political and ideological education of the man of tomorrow. 


The Dissemination of Technical Education and the Echoes of a False Antinomy 


The school represents the gain aéans of formation and dissemination of technical edu- 
cation. t is meant to contribute to the training of the pupil to that ievel that 
permits the understanding by him of the intrinsic connection that exis.s between the 
basic principles of the modern sciences and the practical requirements. 


The formation of creative thinking is a leading concern of the school with regard to 
the achievement of technical education. It is no secret to anyone that one of the 
gaps in our education is that it often overuses memorization and the system of one- 
way transmission of knowledge. Insteud of being a true research laboratory where the 
young person himself comes to discover the basic principles of science and its ef- 
fects on practical, production activity, the school is limited to the mere repe*ition 
of principles and knowledge. 


The performance of the activity in laboratory classes is sometimes understood sin- 
plistically as the mechanical repetition of overly familiar work, instead of these 
Classes being devoted to an experin*ntal and theoretical investigation, through con- 
centrated, fascinating activity, which would be based on the concern for combining 
the physical and intellectual capacities of the young person. In view of these 
shortcomings and the requirements for the formation of technical education, the 
teacher in the school of today must not limit himself to the transmission of informa- 
tion, becauses this transforms the pupil into a mere “memorization device." As a re- 
sult, along with the problem of continually improving and adequating the school 
plans, programs and textbooks, the concerns for improving the teaching technology, 
the methodology and methods of teaching, must be increased considerably. 


The dissemination of technical education is not limited just to the school. Sisulta- 
neously, the press, radio, television, the other mass media and the specialized peri- 
odicals offer a wide range of technical ideas that are of use to the amateur, as vell 
as the professional. There is also a wide museum network, which, especially through 
the museums with a technical character, helps to form the technical education of the 
wide masses of working people, eager to know the evolution of the creative thinking 
of the human genius, the way in which various apparatus, instruments and machines 
were developed, from their primitive form to the most modern types that current tech- 
nology is making available. 


While arguing for a high-value technical education, widely disseminated among the 
young people and the other strata of working people, we do not underrate the impor- 
tant role that goes to humanistic education, capable of helping to developing think- 
ing, imagination, to form the taste for beauty, the enthusiasm for the new. It sust 
be recognized that the echoes of a false antinomy between the civilizing functions of 


51 














technology and the moral universe of humanistic education sometizes persist in many 
of the discussions of the experts in the past and in the present. Nowadays, the con- 
demnation of technology has in view, often justifiably, the danger of an ecological 
disaster. it is pointed out that the exacerbation of the consumptions and the ag- 
gression against the environment will lead to devastation of the planet, which will 
make impossible the development of a harmonious life in accordance with man's aspira- 
tions. The contradiction is false, in the final analysis, since it opposes values 
and aspirations that should be harmonized in man's personality. 


From a social viewpoint too, we sometimes note the polarization of the individuals 
educated, there being at one end of the spectrum the so-called “technical intelli- 
gentsia and at the other end the formula intellectuals-—-let us call it “education in 
general.” Of course, one cannot ignore the necessity of specialization in today's 
society, with an electronics expert or an atomic researcher of high qualifications 
being able to isolate himself in his field, which is hardly accessible to a wider 
stratuz of intellectuals. Somewhat similarly, the very elaborate formulations in 
todey's artistic and cultural life sometimes take the form of an obsession with the 
language, hard to achieve in a life that is not devoted exclusively to these con- 
cerns. But such realities gust not stop us from seeking to form a man with a harmo- 
nious personality, able to get from the humanistic field all the elements of intui- 
tion and imagination that he needs and, at the same time, to mold a consciousness is- 
bued with the abstract thinking and the modes of approach to reality characteristic 
of current science and technology. 


The problems that are seen thus entail a total revision of the educational perspec- 
tive in school in general and all the more in higher education. Today's education is 
primarily formative and orientative, in contrast to that in the past, which had an 
additive character. From the current viewpoint, the word that defines our view about 
school is "do," without opposing it, as Gain Carlo Sacchi said, to “know.” It isa 
question of learning through practical activity and work. 


The question could naturally be posed: What indeed is the "strict" field of “techni- 
cal education” and where does “professional education” begin? Of course, not only in 
the present framework but also in general, it would be hard to give an exact defini- 
tion that would set the strict boundaries between the two concepts. This is espe- 
cially because we are now witnessing a great diversification of the professions, a 
marked rise in the interpenetration of the various professions and scientific disci- 
plines. However, it is beyond any doubt that through professional education the 
characteristic traits of technical education in a given field of concerns increase. 


Technical education, professional education and humanistic education are, in fact, 
components of general education. Their participation, to a greater or lesser extent, 
in general education depends on the concerns, the profession, the attitudes and apti- 
tudes of each. The specialist of today, trained in the school of work, is a basic 
element in a vast tableau of our socialist culture, a man capable of dreaming and 
thinking boldly, armed with the poet's imagination and the mathematician's abstract 
tools--if we can express ourselves thus--capable of creatively applying them in prac- 
tice. 
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SARAJEVO LC DISCUSSES CRITICS OF SELFP-MANAGEMENT 
Sarajevo OSLOBODJENJE in Serbo-Croatian 4 Dec 81 p 7 
{Article by A. Nuhefendic/ 


{Text/ The discussion of public criticism of socialist self-management held on 

3 December 1981 in Sarajevo had the initial aim of deepening the theoretical points 
of departure that have already been formulated, but it can also be regarded as a 
step forward in the development of concrete aspects of public criticism today. 


It would be difficult, if not impossible, to expect an author to present a compre- 
hensive and exhaustive summary of the broad, complex theme indicated. Time alone 
will tell the degree to which that was achieved by the participants in yesterday's 
meeting, which included numerous distinguished cultural, public and sociopolitical 
figures. Yet it is already clear that in their presentations they fulfilled some of 
the expectations of the organizers, the “Veljko Vlahovic”™ Marxist study center of 
the LCY central committee of Bosnia and Hercegovina, and the “Djuro Pucar Stari” 
Marxist study center of the Sarajevo city IX conference. Specifically, the debate 
contributed to a deepening and illumination of the ideas and questions that, to a 
certain degree, were determined at the conference held in Sarajevo last year on the 
theme “Marxist Criticism as Cultural Creativity.” Yet a deeper consideration of 
the basic hypotheses of public criticism and a critical consciousness, in the words 
of Hamdija Pozderac, a member of the LCY Central Committee Presidium and president 
of the Marxist Study Center of the Bosnia and Hercegovina IC Central Committee, 
requires a status in contemporary social criticism here in Yugoslavia that would 
also point to rather heterogeneous ideological and political positions that form 
their basis and their point of departure. 


Criticism As It Is 


The keynote speaker, Dr Arif Tanovic, president of the Sarajevo LC city conference, 
specified that under the concept of public criticism in socialist self-management 
we can presuppose that we are talking about Yugoslav criticism in our society and 
at the historical moment in which we live. He went on to cite three types of 
public criticism: inherent socialist self-management criticism, and antagonistic 
bureaucratic-centralist and bourgeois-nationalist criticism. He also responded to 
the question concerning the new-left and anarcho-liberal viewpoints, and stressed 
that he agrees with those who assert that the so-called ultra-left here in 
Yugoslavia has compromised itself with its radicalism, and very few people now 
believe that it represents any progressive leftist ideas. Rather, it is disin- 
tegrating into either dogmatic bureaucratic viewpoints, which are primarily 
centralistic and statist, i.e., hegemonistic, or else bourgeois liberal tendencies. 
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The keynote speaker believes that in their ideological resistance to the anti- 
self-management front, public criticism by the progressive forces of our society 
must pay close attention to avoiding the stifling of our freedom of criticism. In 
that regard, he reminded the audience that Yugoslav society has proclaimed and pro- 
moted the principle that knowledge is its own judge, that the ideological battle 
should be conducted using ideological means, that in the struggle of opinion the 
argument has the predominant strength, and that revolutionary practice is the 
criterium of truth. — 
In speaking about the very prevalent criticism of the lack of consistency of social 
agencies and individuals in implementing politics that have been adopted, Dr Tanovic 
stressed that this criticism is certainly justified, for it is an expression of 
socialist concern for the self-management progress of the society. In that criticism, 
however, he believes that it is relatively easy to recognize well-intentioned and 
malevolent critics, to distinguish subjective and objective, concerned and malicious 
ones. Such varying tones show up in some media, which, in his words, claim to be 
serving socialist self-management. 


The introductory presentation also touched on Yugoslav public criticism which clearly 
contained the method of bourgeois positivism, the cataloging of negative facts, 
actually consciously selected data that, when ordered on the basis of a previously 
determined concept, are designed to give a particular impression. This process gives 
an illusion of objectivity, accuracy and scientific approach. That type of 
criticism does not go beyond the surface, does not seek causes, objective conditions 
or principles, or reveal real possibilities for progressive actions. Dr Tanovic 
stressed that instead of this positivistic objectivism, we need scientifically 
objective, materialistic, dialectical, and thus Marxist, analysis of actual situ- 
ations, and long-range projections of development, elaborations that take into 
account world trends and Yugoslav objective and subjective possibilities. 


Lack of Conflict and Generality 


Fuad Muhic focused his presentation on the period after Tito's death, and on certain 
opinions that he regards as unavoidable when we consider this topic. He spoke about 
tendencies that he regards to be similar to those of the time of ideological lib- 
eralism, e.g., tendencies that sought legalization as partners with LCY policies, so 
thet thereby they could utilize certain mass communication media. Within the 
framework of this type of ideological liberalism, various forms of the domestic 
political underground tried their luck. That underground, which was suppressed, is 
now trying to achieve 4 legal expression, and its appearance can be perceived in 
some issues of certain magazines. Muhic therefore asks the question as to whether 

a portion of the popular press has not avoided the control of LCY policy. 


For a time afte: Tito's death, the ideological situation in Bosnia and Hercegovina 
was favorable, but for some time there has been a feeling that certain factions in 
other environments are working intensively to undermine the situation in Bosnia 
and Hercegovina from within. Muhic specified the groups about which he was talking 
by citing the publication KNJIZEVNA REC (The Literary Word), which has published 
articles by individuals who, in Muhic's words, are nothing more than “intellectual 
filth.” 


Miodrag Bogicevic spoke about the lack of conflict and the generality of public 
criticism as one of the serious obstacles in the contemporary critical situation. 
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In his words, this situation leads to ambiguity, lack of principle and ineffective- 
ness of criticism. He also believes that explicity of public criticism in self- 
management under conditions of collective labor and the delegate system of 
Gecisionmaking is not really simple to achieve, for there are many opportunities to 
paralyze personal responsibility by appealing to formalistic decisions or generalized 
mechanisms that protect the phenomenon being criticized. This makes public criticism 
more difficult, so that the person who cames forward with criticism somehow puts 
hinself into the position of being accused of opposing the social system, or some 
segment of it. 


Joco Marjanovic spoke about those who recently have expressed positions that we need 
public criticism that includes discussions, dialogues and polemics without any taboo 
themes. They refer to the LCY Program, the Yugoslav Constitution and other documents, 
and speak of pluralism and varying interests, while forgetting the fact that Kardelj 
clearly and unambiguously stressed that the pluralism referred to involves a multi- 
tude of socialist self-management interests. Marjanovic also presented his estimate 
of the actual definitions and content of those dialogues and polemics, that is, 

of public criticism. Specifically, he believes that many of them have nothing in 
common with the struggle of opinions, with real criticism in socialist self-management. 
In that kind of criticism, even though the persons involved swear that they are 
speaking from positions supporting the interests of the working people and citizenry, 
personal motives and interests dominate, along with various forms of posturing and 
well known dogmatic and liberal appeals to the phantoms of the past. 
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HANDLING OF YOUTH FEDERATION OFFICIALS BEING QUESTIONED 


Belgrade NEDELJNE INFOAMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1611, 15 Now 81 
pp 23-24 


[Article by Veselin R. Todorovic: "The New Principles of the Old Structure”) 


[Text] The number of youth officials did not decrease when the principle of 
collective work was adopted in the SSO [Socialist Youth League]. Perhaps be- 
cause from time to time critical assessments have revived concerning profes- 
sionalization, privileges and behavior of youth officials. It was all favored 
by the fact that the Conference of the SSO of Yugoslavia has not yet come before 
the public with the precise number of professional youth officials and at least 
the principal indicators of their (un)privileged status. 


According to an analysis made in the republic conference just recently, there 
are 371 persons with positions in the SSO of Serbia. Of them 150 are profes- 
sionals, 55 are appointed and 166 are administrative and technical personnel 
and other personnel. 


All the chairmen and secretaries of the 118 opstina conferences hold those posts 
as professionals and receive the officeholder's supplement except in Cicevac, 
Bosilegrad, Krupanj, Veliko Gradiste and Rekovac. In 16 opstina committees of 
the SSO the chairmen have only the officeholder's supplement. In 67 opstina 
conferences the chairman is a professional, and in another 19 the secretary is 
as well. The opstina conferences of the SSO in Nis, Dimitrovgrad and Babusnica 
have a salaried member of the presidium. in Nis and Palilula the opstina con- 
ferences each have two specialized political workers, and another 17 opstina 
conferences each have one. 


Administrative and other functions are performed by 92 persons un the staffs of 
52 opstina committees of the SSO. The Stari Grad Opstina Conference of the SSO 
has a staff of six performing these tasks, the opstina conferences of the SSO in 
Pirot and Sabac each have five, Novi Beograd and Kragujevac each have four, and 
so on. There are 66 opstina conferences of the SSO which do not have any. 


The chairman and secretary are professionally employed in all interopstina con- 
ferences and in the city conference. 
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The republic conference of the SSO has a staff of 79: 12 professional political 
officeholders, 28 appointees and 39 members of administrative and other person- 
nel. 


Income of Youth Federation Officials 


A comparison of the data confirms that since 1979 there has been a quite consid- 
erable restructuring in the SSO of Serbia. 


What truth about the (un)privileged status of youth federation officials do the 
most recent data disclose? 


The average personal income of an SSO opstina conference chairman in the repub- 
lic proper is 13,631 dinars, and that of a chairman of an interopstina confer- 
ence or the city conference of the SSO is 16,865 dinars. The president of the 
$SO of Serbia earns 19,594 dinars a month, and the secretary of the presidium 
18,967 dinars. The work of membere of the presidium and of chairmen of comis- 
sions of the SSO republic conference is valued at 16,273 dinars, while depart- 
ment heads of the SSO republic conference, the ORA [Youth Labor Brigade Program] 
secretary and the editor-in-chief and managing editor of OMLADINSKE NOVINE re- 
ceive 16,815 dinars. 


“By contrast with the earnings of officials in other sociopolitical organiza- 
tions, it is nonsense to proclaim the earnings of professionals in the SSO ex- 
cessive and to create a sensation of it. However, by comparison with average 
earnings in production and with the earnings of young people in general, those 
@arnings are higher than they should be,” says Nebojsa Rodic, president of the 
material and financial commission of the Presidium of the Serbian Republic Con- 
ference of the SSO. “However, that is not always the case," he adds. “In the 
organization of associated labor I came from I had a higher personal income than 
here. ° 


Housing, Cars, Entertainment.... 


According to the most recent data, over the last 7 years 50 housing units have 
been allocated by organs of the SSO of Serbia: 24 to SSO officials, 17 to ap- 
pointees and 9 to people employed in work communities; opstina conferences have 
allocated 19 housing units, interopstina conferences 5 and the city conference 
1. The republic conference has provided 4 housing units to its elected offi- 
cials, 17 to appointees and 5 to persons employed in the work community. The 
executive council or other republic bodies have provided housing for seven offi- 
cials of the republic conference of the SSO (usually the chairman). In addi- 
tion, the republic conference has furnished part of the financing for resolving 
the housing problem of seven other of its professionals, one appointee and five 
members of the work community. 


"In almost all cases the housing has been allocated only at the end of the term 
of office. While they are working in the republic conference, the professionals 
as a rule are housed privately or in the residence hotel for unmarried persons,” 
Rodic said. 
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Organs of the SSO of Serbia possess 46 automobiles. Opstina conferences use 23 
of these (the Cukarica Opstina Conference of the SSO even has 3 cars), interop- 
stina conferences 10 and the city conference of the SSO 1. Most of these are 
Zastava cars. But the republic conference also has a 1981 Ford Commodore, two 
Fiat 132s, two Ladas and one Zastava 750. 


No one in the conference (including the chairman) has the right to submit for 
official expenses bills for drinks and lunches or taxi fares, nor does any have 


@ separate expense account. 
Official Position as a Ticket to a Better Life 


Youth federation officials are also among those reluctant to return to their na- 
tive place and to the job they held when elected. Many succeed, and they say 
good-bye to their previous worker occupation once and for all. This reinforces 
assertion about their “promotion through politics." Since the l-year term of 
office has been in effect, the “creation” of youth federation chairmen has been 
growing, and this is in inverse proportion to the opportunity for advancement. 
What do the most recent figures confirm? 


Of the 96 youth federation chairmen last year in opstinas (for which the repub- 
lic conference of the SSO has figures) 37 returned to the job they held before 
election, 2 obtained a better job in the same organization of assiciated labor 
and 10 moved to another work organization (4 of them to a supervis<ry position). 
Another 12 were elected to a new position of leadership in the SSO, wd 3 chair- 
men of opstina conferences of the SSO were elected to a position of leadership 
in some other sociopolitical organization. Three continued working in the SSO 
as administrative personnel or as political specialists. 


The chairmen and secretaries of all interopstina conferences and the city con- 
ference were professionals during the last term of office. Where are they now? 
Four have returned to their “native” organization of associated labor (but two 
of them to better jobs). Two entered associated labor for an indefinite period 
for the first time, and one of them immediately became a supervisor. Five moved 
to another “firm"--two to become supervisors. Five moved up in the Socialist 


Youth League. 
The Higher Position, the Better the Opportunity 


Of the 13 professiona's employed last year in the republic conference of the 
SSO, 3 are still in the conference now, 2 hold other positions in the SSO, 2 
have become directors, 1 is in an economic organization, | in the Trade Union 
Federation of Serbia, | in the Serbian Youth Vacation Program, | in the armed 
forces, | is unemployed and | is receiving a student scholarship. 


Yet comparisons with the way things were done not so very long ago confirm that 
an ever increasing number of youth officials are loyal to their public comit- 
ment and are returning to the places where they were when elected to the new 
office. However, not even the “institution” of the l-year term of office has 
yet “shaken” the rule that a high position in the SSO is also a high springboard 
to, say, a director's position or some other position in the nonproductive, usu- 
ally political, “structure.” 
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Those we talked to also indicate that the distorted practice of paying “personal 
incomes” to youth officials at the end of their term of office should be done 
away with. In the republic conference this is done for years back. At present 
two elected and three appointed persons are receiving pay on that basis (a 
former secretary of the SSO republic conference has also been receiving pay for 
5 years now). 


“There should not be any former officials in the youth organization waiting for 
assignment, people who, supposedly because of their service and distinguished 
political work in the past, are receiving high salaries and thereby confidently 
confirming their privileged status. A professional position in the SSO, as 
elsewhere, must not be a pass that leads directly to an easy and prestigious 
life,” Rodic believes. After a fierce debate the presidium of the SSO republic 
conference was categorical at its last meeting: beginning | December of this 
year not a single dinar will be paid to anyone on that basis. 
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